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To out Beloved Brgthy n and Neighbours, the Inhabitants of 
|: uriſdiction of | | 


NE WPLIMOU T BE: 
The Goverour, Aſſiſtants, and Deputies Aſſembled at the Genera) Court 


of that Juriſdiction, held at the Town of . Þ? LEO UT Y, the 
firit Bay of 7unc, e-1nno Dom. 167 1. 


| PR EO. | > nl 
 Wiſheth Grace and Peace in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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wr: T was the great priviledge of Iſrael of old, and fo was athnew: 
dE ledged by them, Nehem. 9. 1g. That God gave them right Judge- 
Pp Ny -ments and true Laws; For God being the God of Order, and 

the 10t of Confuſion, hath commanded in his Word, and put man in- 
to a capacity in ſome meaſure to obſerve and be guided by good and whole- 
ſeme Laws; which are ſo far good and wholeſome, as by how much they are 
derived from, and agreeable to the ancient Platform of Gods Law: For al- 
though ſundry particulars in the judicial. Law, which of old was injcyned ts 
the 7ews, did more eſpecially ( at leaft in ſome circumſtances ) befit their Pe- 
dagogue, yet are they for the main ſo exemplary, being grounded on Princi- 
pals of Moral Equity, as thit all men (Chriſtians eſpecially ) ought alwayes 
to have an eye thereunto, in the framing of tier Politick, Conſtitutions ; And 
although ſeveral of the Heathen ions who were ignorant of the true God 
and of his Law, have been famous in their times, for the Enadting and 
Execution of ſuch Laws as have proved profitable for the Government of 
their Cemmon-weslin in the times wherein ty lived*, yet notwithſtanding 
their excellency appeared ſo far,as they were founded upon grounds of Mordlgt qui- 
ty, which bath its Orjginal from the Law of God, eAnd accorditoly we 

who have been AQors in the framing of this ſmail body of Laws, together 

with other uſeful Inſtruments who are gone to their reſt, can ſafely ſay both 
for our ſelves and them, that we have had an cye primarily and . princi- 
pally unto the aforeſaid Platforms and Sccondarily, unto the right im- 
provement of the liberties granted unte us, by -our Soveraign . Lord the 
King at the firft beginning of this Inſtant Plantation z which was to Enact 
ſuch Laws as ſhould moſt befit a State in the Nex-age thereof; not ve- 
jeding or emitting to obſerve ſuch of the Laws of our Native Cauntry, as 
would conduce unto the goed and growth of ſo weak a beginning as ours in 
this Wilderneſs, as ai.y impartial eye not fore-ſtalled with prejudice, may eafiiy 
diſcern in the peruſal of this ſmail Book, of the Laws of our -Colony ; the 
premijes duely conſidered, might work every Conſcientious Spirit to faithful 
Obedience: And althouch we ho'd and do affirm, that both CourtsYof Juſtice 
and Magiſtrates, who are the Miniſters of the Law are eſentially civil, 
notwithſtanding we conceive, that as the Aagiſtrate bath bis power from 
Ged, fo undoubtediy he ts to improve it for the honour of God; and: that in: 
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the utbolding of bis Wor ſhip and ſervice, and againſt the contrary, with due 
reſped# alſo to be bad wnto thoſe that are really cenjeientious, though differing 
and diſſenting in ſome ſmaller matters, But if any really or in pretence of 
Conſtience ſhall profeſs that which eminently tengeth to the Inundation of 
Civil State, and wilating of » atural Bonds, or the overthrow of the Churches. 
of Ged or of his Worſhip , that herein prudence 1s to be improved in aſpecial 
manner, in the Enadting and Execution of ſuch Laws as may be uſeful for 
the upbolding of the ſame againſt ſuch deſtruttive Erroxs. : 

It hath been our endeavcurs m fruming efftry.Laws, that nothing ſhould 
be found amongſt them, but that which will fall uncer the ſame particulars, 
we have likewiſe reduced them to ſuch Order, as they may meſt conduce to 
gencral utility and profit, ſcme of the. Orders intended for preſent . conve- 
nience, may probably be hereafter altered, axd as nced requireth other Laws 
added ſuitable to ſuch alternate changes as is uſual in Common-wealth re. 
ſhefts ard conſiderations, eſpecially in reference to ſcme circumſtances relating 
to ſome Laws and Orders, thovgh ſeldome and rare with reference fo Ca- 

tals;” 
| Poſſibly it may be that weakneſs may appear in the cempoſure of ſeveral of our 
Laws bere preſented to publick view for want of ſuch picnty of able lyſtruments as 
others are furniſhed withal : However let this ſuffice the gentle R eader that 
our ends are to the utmoſt of our powers in theje cur endearours,. to promote 
both Church and State, and the bcncur of Gcd in both, not only for the pre- 
ſent but with an cye unto future; aud therefore ſo far as it doth and may 
appear , that we have aimed at the Glory of Ged , the Honour of his 
Hajeſty, and Common gocd, and ated according te God; Bee not found 
# Keſiſter but Obedient, leaft thereby thou reſiſt the Ordinance of God, and 
ſo incurre the diſpleaſure of God unto Damnation. Rem. 1;. 2. 


By Order of the General Court for the ſurifdiftion 
of New-Plimcuth. 


Wathaniel Afcrton Secr. 
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CHAP. I. 


g The Generall Fundamentals. 
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| T. E E the eAfſociates of New-Plimouth; comeing hither as Free- 


born Subjects of the State of England, endowed with all and ſin- | 

| gular; the Priviledges belonging to ſuch. benig Affembled; tLunsro be wade 

Enact: ',. Do in Ac}, Ordain and Conſtitute; That no Act, Impo- Þ7' x Freepen 

| 1tion,, Law or Ordinance; be made or impoſed upon us, at. preient ſacatives- FG, 

( or to come ; but ſuch as thall be made or impoſed by conſent of the Body | "I 
of Freemen or Afſociates, or their Repreſentatives legally Aſſembled: | 

which is according to the free Liberties of the State of England: 


. þ 4 _ 
y be TREE =". 
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; 4x4 Antu:1.Biefit- 
er fend EE oor win det RES Ah, 
2. efhd for the well-governing this Corporation; It is alſo Reſolved PO "Y 


and Ordered, That there be a Free Election Annually, of Governour, and 
Aſhſtants by the Vote of the Freemen of this Corporation; and that none 
. ſha! preſume to impoſe themſelves-or any other upon us, but iuch as are 


bY » Ti choc, according to the priviledge granted us by Charter, 
I. 
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4. It is alſo EnaQted, that no perſon in this Government ſhall be en- 
damaged in reipe& ot Life, Limb, Liberty, Goed name or Eftate, under 
colour of. Law, or countenance of Authority, but by virtue or equity of 
ſome expre:s Law of the Gerieral Court of this Colony, the known Law 
of God, or the good and equitable Laws of our Nation ſuitable” for us; 
being brought to Anſwer by due proceis thercof. LT” f 


5. That all Trials, whether Capital, Criminal, or between Man' and 


Man, be tried by Jury of twelve good and.fawful Men; according to the 


do refer it to the Bench, or ſome expreſs Law doth refer it to their Judge- 
ment and Tryal, or the Tryal of ſome other Court whete Jury is not; in 
which caſe any party agrieved, may appeal, and ſhall have Tryal by a Jury. 

| And it 1hall be in the liberty of both Plaintifie and Defendant or- any 
Delinguent, that is to be tryed by a Jury, to chalenge any of the Jurors, 
and if the chalenge be found juſt and reaſonable by the Bench, it ſhall be 
allowed him, and others without juſt exception ſhall be impannelled in 
their room: And if it be in caſe of Life and Death, the Priſoner ſhall have 
liberty to except againſt fix or eight of the Jury, without giving any rea- 
ſon for his exception, | 


6. That no Man be Sentenced to Death without Teſtimonies of two 
witneſſes at leaſt, or that which is equivalent thereunto, and that two or three 
Witneſſes being of competent Age, Underſtanding ang of good Reputra- 
tion, Teſtifying to the Cate in queſtion, ſhall be accounted and accepted 
as full Teſtimony in any Caſe, though they did not together ſee or hear, 
and ſo Witneſs to the ſame individual Act, in reference to circun ſtances 
of tirhe- and place; Provided the Bench and Jury be ſatisfied with - fuch 
Teſtimony. | 


bo 


Memory, whether Excommunicated, Condemned or ether, having any 
Eſtate properly theirs to diſpoſe, ſhall have full power and liberty to make 
their reaſonable Wills and Teſtaments, and other lawſul Alienations of their 
Eands and Eſtates; Be it only here cxcepred, that ſuch as are Sentenced for 
Trea!on againſt the Kings Majeſty, the State of England, or the Common- 
weal; ſhall forfeit to the King or Colony their perſonal Eſtate, their Lands 
being till at their diſpoſal, 


$. That whereas the great and known end of the firſt comers, in the yeav 
of our Lord, 1620, leaving their dear Native Country, and all that was 
dear to them there ; tranſporting themſelves over the. vaſt Ocean into this re- 
mote waſte Wilderneſs, and' therein willmgly confiting with Dangers, Lofts, 
Hard fhips and Diſtrefſes ſore and not a few, W AS, that without offence, they 
under the proteion of ther Native Prince, together with the enlargements of 
his Majeſties Dominions, might with the I:berty of a good Conſcience, enjoy 
the pure Scriptural Worſhip of God, without the mixture of Flumane Inven- 
tions and Impefitions : And that their Children after them might walk. in the 
Holy wayes of the Lord; And for which end they cbtained leave from King 
James ef bappy 11emery ard his Howourable Council, with further Graunts from 
his Gracious Majeſty Charles the firſt and his Honourable Council, by Letters, 


Patents, for ſundry TraGs of Land, with many Priviledges therem _—_— A'S 
fer their better incouragement to proceed 0n in ſo Pious a Work, which may ' + 


eſpecially; 


7. And It is provided, as the ſuppoſed Priviledge of our Cha'ter, that 
all perſons of the age of twenty one years, of right Underſtanding and + 


©. * . 
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eſperially tend to the propagation of Religion, @&c. as by Letters Patents 
-more at large appeareth, and with further aflurance aiſo of the continuance 
of our Liberties and Priviledgcs, both Civil ang Religious, under the Reyal 
Hayd and. Seal of our Soveraign Lord King Charics the Seccnd: .eAnd 
whereas by the good Hand of our God upon us, many others ſmee the firſt comers 
are for the ſame pious ens come unto us, and ſundry others riſe up among ſt 
us, deſirous with all good Conſcience to walk_in the Faith and Order of the 
" Goſpel; whereby there are many Churches gathered amongſt us walking 
according thereunto, | ; | ; 
eAnd whereas ( by the Grace of God) we have now had near about 
fifty Tears ' Experience,of the good Conſiſtency of theſe Churches, with Civil 
Peace and Order, and alſo with ſpiritual Edification, together with the we!- 
fare and tranquility of this Government ; 2 | | 
It is therefore for the Honour of God and the propagation of Reli- 
gion, and the continued welfare of this Colony Otdered by this Court and 
the Authority thereof, That the ſaid Churches already gathered, or that 
ſhall hereafter be orderly gathered, may and ſhall from time to time by 
this Government be protected and encouraged, in their peaceable and or- 


derly 'walking, and the Faithful, Able, Orthodox, Teaching Miniſtry thereof, 


duely encouraged and provided for; together with ſuch other Orthodox 
able Diſpenſers of the Goſpel, which ſhall or may be placed in any Town- 


ſhip in this Government, where there is or may be defect of Church 


Order. U 
4 


9. And Finally, it is Ordered and Declared by this Court and the 


' Authority thereof, That all theſe foregoing Orders and Conſtitutions, are 
ſo Fundamentally effential to the juſt Rights, Libertics, Common good and 
ſpecial end of this Colony, as that they ſhall and ought to be inviolably 
preſerved. 
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Zo 77 T is EnaQted by this Court and the Authority thereof, That if 
NO any perſon having had the knowledge of the true God, openly 
wo and manifeftly, Have or Worſhip any other God but the Lord 


: God, he. thall be put to Death, Excd. 22. 20. Deut. 13. 6, :5. 


2\.- 
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2. If any Perſon within this JuriſdiRion, profeſſing the true God; hall 
wittingly and willingly preſume to Blaſpheme the Holy Name. of God; 
Father, Son or Holy Ghoſt, with direct, expreſs, preſumptuous of high- 
handed Blaſphemy, cither by wilful or obſtinate denying of the true God; 


er His Creation or Gevernment of the World; or thall Curſe God, Fa - 


ther, Son or Holy Gloft, ſuch Perſon ſhall be put to Dcath, Levit; 
44.1 5,16. 
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3. Treaſon againſt the Perſon of our Soveraign Lord the King; thi 
Ain State and: Common-wealth of England, ſhall be rarithed by Death? 


4. That whoſoever ſhall Confſpire and Attempt any Invaſion, Infurr& 
confviring .3- Etion, or Publick Rebellion againſt this Juriſdiction, or the Surprizal of 
gait his Juril- any Towri, Plantation, Fortification or Amunition, therein provided for the 

ſafety thereof, or fhall Treacherouſly and Perfidiouſly Attempt and En- 


deavour the Alteration and Snbverſion of the' Fundamental Frame and -- 


——_— of this Government; every ſuch Perſon ſhall be put to 
Death. ; 


tate ., $- If afy Perſon ſhall Commit wilfull Murther by killing any Mat 
remeditzee Woman or Childe, upon premeditated Malice, Hatred or Cruelty, not itt 


a way of neceſſary and juſt Defence, nor by caſualty againft his Will 
he ſhall be put to Death. F 4 FOE * 


vadies 6. If any Perſori ſlayeth atiother' ſuddenly in Anzer and Cruelty of 
-— —_ Pafſion ; he fall be put to Death. 4 8 Y 


ek dan 7. If any Perſon fhall ſlay another through Guile, either by Poyſog? - 


ox $oyſoniag Ing or other ſuch Develith praCtiſes ; he ſhall be put to Death; 


Witchcraft. $. If any Chriftian (fo called) be a Witch, that is; hathg 6t cons 
ſulteth with a Familiar Spirit; he or they ſhall be put to Beath. 


| 4 6. 9. If any Perſon lyeth with a Beaſt or Pruit Creature, by Carnal Co- 
X Aefiatity. pulation, they ſhall ſurely be put to Death, and the Beaft ſhall be flain' 
| and burte& and not- eaten. » 


10. If any Man Iyeth with Mankinde, as he lyeth with a Woman 
both of them have committed Abomination ; they both ſhall ſurely be 
put to Death, unleſs the one party were forced, or be under fourteert 


S oddomy. 


years of Age: And: all other Sodomitical filthineſs, fhall be furely purtfhed vevere 


according to the nature of it. 


e-wit 12. If any Perſon Riſe up by Falſe Witneſs, wittirigly. and of pur- 
- poſe to ttke away any Mans life'; he ſhall be put to Death, 


Man-ſteal- 12. If any Man&tealeth Man-kinde, he ſhall be put to Death of 

ing. otherwiſe. grievouſly puniſhed. 

ger Nite 13. If any Childe or Children above ſixteen years old, and of come 
ther. petent Underſtanding, ſhall Curſe or Smite their Natural Father or Mo- 


ther; he or they ſhall be put to Death, unleſs. it can be ſufficiently teſti- 

fied that the Parents have been very Unchriſtianly negligent in the Educa- 

tion of ſuch Children, or ſo-provoked them by extream and cruel Corre- 

ug Cdn, that they have been' forced thereunto, to preſerve themſelves from 
ex Death or Maiming. | ; 


The Rebel | 14: If a Man have a Stubborri or Rebellious Son, of ſufficient years 


That's ' and underſtanding ( 7iz.) ſixteen years of Age, which ſhall not obey the. 
* 700g 504% yojce of his Father, or the voice of his Mother, and that when they. have' 


' chaſtened him, will not hearken unto them; then ſhall his Father and 
| Mother,. being his natural parents, lay hold on him, and bring him before 


the- 


oa 
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the Magiſtrates aſſembled in Court, and teſtifie unto them, that their Son 
is Stubborn and Rebellious, and will not obey their voice and chaſtiſe- 
ment, but lives in ſundry notorious crimes; ſuch a Son ſhall be put to 


Death, or otherwiſe ſeverely puniſhea. 


15. If a Man ſhall Raviſh a Maid or Woman, committing Carnal 
Copuiation with her by force; that is above the age of ten years, or if 
ſhee were under ten years of age, though her will was gained by him, he 
ſhall be puniſhed with Death or ſome other grievous puniſhment, accor- 


ding as the Fact may be circumſtanced. 


16. Whoſoever ſhall wilfully or on purpoſe, Burn any Houſe, Ship, 
Barque or other Veſſel of conſiderable value; ſuch perſon ghall be put 
to Death, or otherwiſe gricvouſly puniſhed, as the caſe and circumſtances 


— 


* of it may require: 


4 ' CHAP. -111, 
CRIMINALS. 


TT is Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof; That what petr- 
I ſon ſoever is to Anſwer any Crimimal Offence, whether they be in pri- 
ſon or under Baylc, his Ca e ſhall be heard and determined at the next 
Court that hath proper cognizance thereof, and may be done without 


prejudice of Juſtice, 


2. It is Enacted by this Court, &c. That whoſoever ſhall Commit 
Adultery with a Married Woman, or one Betrothed to another Man, both 
of them ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed, by whipping two ſeveral times, viz. 
once when the Court is in being, at which they were Convict of Fact, 
and the ſecond time as the Court ſhall Order; and likewiſe to wear two 
Capital Letters, A. D. cut out in Cloth and ſewed on their upper- 
moſt Garments, on their Arm or Back ; and if at any time they ſhall be 
found without the ſaid Letters ſo worne, whileſt in this Government, to 
be forthwith taken and publickly whipt, and ſo from time to time as often 
as they are found nut to wear them; 


3. Be it alſo Enactcd, That who%vever Committeth Fornication, be- 


fore, or without lawful Contract, ſhall be puniſhed by whipping, or clſe 


pay tc founds tine each of them, and be impriſoned during. the pleaſure 
0: the Court, not exceeding three dayes; but if they be or will be Mar- 
ried to each other, then but tex pounds both, and impriſoned as aforeſaid, 
by lawful Contract, the Court underſtanding the mutual con cnt of Pa- 
rents, Guardians or Overſeers, and a ſolemn promiſe of Marriage made 
to cach other by the parties, before competent Witneſſes. 

And if any Commit Carnal Copulation after Contra, before Mar- 
riage, they ſhall be Amerccd each of them fijiy fillings, and bz 
impriſoned if the Court ice Reaſon, And ut any cannot or 

; & | will 
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will not pay the fine, then to be prviſhed LY WhiFfirp. id fer the 
more diſcorrntenancing of this prevailing evil: : ; 

The Covit bath further Determined, That fſvch 5 tronfercS fn on of 
theſe wayes, fhall be convi& in publick Court; ard their £rc5 12 be 10d 
In Money, 
<4. Foresmuch as mary perfens &f Icte years have tre co) fo 1 29 
be mnjuricus to the Govds 6nd Lives of othas, noawithfcrding ol Toys 0d 
Ateans to grerent and puniſh the ſame; 
—- Aol It is thercſore Ordered by this. Court 2rd AvtFority thereef, Tat if 
ih any perſon ſhall commit Eurglary, by breakirg up cov wes 1 ie, 
| or Ware-houſe, or ſhall forceably Rech any pericn in the Ficid, or £50 bh 
Firſt. wayes; ſuch Offender ſhall for the fiſt cficrce be Fiargcd en the 15h 
Hand with the letter (B,) and if ke ſha!l cferd in the fre ide the 
Second. ſecond time, he ſhall be Branded on tke other Eand ond He feng vip, 
PE ped; And if either were ccnmittce en the lexds Cav, his } 1a ts te 
Trird iet on his Forchcad; Ard if he ſtail fail into ike Fke ferro 5 td 
ef ence, time, he ſhall be put to Death, #5 beirg Incorigcatic, or cho $i 
voully puniſhed, as the Covrt ſhall Determine. 
gtcaling of Yeſ- 5. And whoſoever fhall fical or attempt to foal ony £155, ©, 0x 
Cels, or Amuni- Veſtel of Eurthen, or any Publick Amuniticy, fall be feruly rip if, 
RI0s according to the nature of fuch a tati, previced it extend Ba io jy or 
\ Limbe, 
+-.- 
-""Sfealing or Far- 6. That if any Stra-ger, or Inhabitant of this Coverrirert, all te 
Foining legally convict of Stcaling or Purloining ary Forfes, Chotteis, Nicreys, 


or other Goods of any kinde, he ſhall be runfied by ove reperaticn to 

the party wronged; ard a tne, or Corporal rvnift ment, as the Court cr 

three Magiſtrates ſhail Determine; F:oviard that where jvch Ecricrce is 

not given by the Covrt, it ſhall be at the hbaty of the Deirotont to 

Appeal to the next Court, putting in due caution there to apyiar and a 
> - _bide a Tryal, 


7. That any Magiſtrate may Fear rd Deteimire ch Triiiic 
Swaller Thefts Thefcs and Pilfrings, as exceeds not the demage or fine of fiir 7: 
and Pilfrings of penalty of Stocking or Whipping, not exceeding ?cz ſripes, or £8: 
legal Admonition, as he ſhall ſee cauſe; ſaving liberty of Spron to he 
Delinquent as aforeſaid. 


'E 
Swear or Curſe by the Name of G OD, oranyothis ATTIRIBULES 
Prophate WORD or WORKS; He or Shee ſha!l be ſct in the Stocks, not « 
<4 cceding three hours, or be fined ten ſo;lines, or be Impritoncd, accorcing 
to the quality of the perſon; it a Stranger, the Confiabie or his Ioornty 
ſhall demand the fne, which if he refuſc, then to ict tim in the Sturges, 
not exceeding two hours, 


8. It is Enacted by the Court, &c. That whoſoever ſhall prog anc, 


9. This Court taking netice of great avrſe, and min; m:j1oirienetrs 
gommitted by divers perſens in theſe many wayes, Profioning of ite Siloth 
or Eords-day, to the great diſhonour of Gcd, Reproacn of Region, 10 
Grief of tte Spirits of Gods Peecple ; 


Ry pranzrien#f. Do therefore Order, That whoſoever fha!l Prophane the 7 ords Gay, 
doing unncecſſary ſervile Work, by unneceliory travaiiing, or by ports ond 


_—_ 
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recreatiens, he or they that ſo tranſgreſs, ſhall forfeit for every ſuch default 
forty ſhilings,or be publickly whipt : but it itclearly appear that the ſin was 
proudly, preſumptuouſy ard with a high hand commirted, againſt the known 
Command ard Authority of the Llefica God, fuch a perſon therein Diſpibng 
and Reproaching the Lord, {hall be put to death, er grievoully puniſhed, 
at the Judgement of the Court, 


10. Ard whoſoever ſhall ſTreouently neglect the publick Worſhip of 
God on the Lords day, that is approved by this Government, ſhall for- 
{cit for every ſuch detault convicted of, ten thillings, cipecially where it 
appears to ariſe from Negligence, Idleneis or Propranels of Sparit. 


11. Foratmuch as the open conterapt of Gods Word, and the Af: ſſcn- 
ers thereof, 1s the deſlating fin of Civil States ard Cnurches ; 

It is Enacted, that if any Chriſtian ſo catled in this Government, ſlia!l 
ſpeak contemptuouſiy of the Holy Scriptures, or of the Holy Pen men 
thereof, ſuch per:on or perſons ſhail be puniſhed by Fine or Corporal 
puniſhment, as the Court thall fee reaſon, 10 as 1t extend not to Lie or 
Limbe. 

Or ſha!l behave himcelf contzmptuouſy towards the Word of God 
Preached, or any Miniſter thereof cailed, and faithfully diſpenſing the ſame 
in any Congregation, either by manveſt interrupting him in his Miniſte- 
rial Diſpeniations, or faily and peremptarily charging him with Teaching 
Ercor, to the diſparzgement and hindrance of the Work of Chriſt in his 
hands, or manifcitly and contemptuouſly reproach the Wayes,Chuiches or Or- 
. Ginances of Chriſt, being d1elv coniicted thereof, He or They ſhail for the 
Erit Tran greition, be amerced twenty ſhiilings to the Colonies uſe, or be 
{.t in the Stocks, not exceeding four hyurs; But if He or They go on to 
Tranſgreſs in the ſame kinde, then to be amerced forty ſhill;m.s or be 
whipt for every {uch Tran'greilon. 

It is to be underſtood not hereby to deprive any of their lawful liberty, 
in a modeſt and orderly way to propoſe his ſcruple for further fatisfa- 
CLl10Nn, 

= 
12. ef1/tho159 no Creature be Lord, or have power over the Faith and 
Confeiences of rien, nor 37.69 conſtrain them to bctzeve or profeſs againſs their 
Conjciences, vet # beings a duty io refiratn 6r provide againſt ſuch as may 
bring in dangero::s Errors or Hereſces, tending to corrupt and deſiroy the 
S uls of men ; | 

It is therefore Ordered, &c. That if any Chriſtian ( ſo called) ſhall 
within this juriſciftion, go about to ſubvert or dettroy the Chiiftian Faith, 
or Religion, by brozching, publithing or maintaining any ſuch dangerous 
Error or Eciciie, or fl endeavour to draw or ſeduce others thereunto ; 
every ivch per on fo ofiending, and continuing obſtinate therein, after due 
means of conviction, ſhall be fined, baniihgd, or otherwiſe ſeverely puni- 
incd, as te Uorrt of Magitrates duely conſidering the offence, with 
the agg:cvating Cuciunſances and Dangers like to enſue ſhall judge meet. 

I3. it 1s Ordered, &c. That where a Judgement is given in any 
Court, for any ner on of Rouſe or Lands, upon the tryal of the Title 
thercof, or other juſt cane, 1f the perſon againſt whom the Judgement is 
given, &cth either forcibly Getain pollefiion thereof, either againſt the Officer 
impowred t9 ierve an Fxecriion thereon, or after Execution ſerved, enter 
upon it again and 1o retain polticfion by force, he ſhall be accounted an 
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high Offender againſt the Law and Preakers of the prllick Peace; there- 
fore ipccdfly to Redre's ſrch a Criminal Cferce, every Magiſtrate is 
urpewred end by his place Fath power to give Warrant ard Command to 
the Marſhal, Cflicer and other men (utcm he thirks meet to; be im- 
ployed in the buſineſs ) the Marſhal or other Cfiicer alio 1quiting aid, 
greater or leſſer (as need requires ) to ſippreſs the force, rd gine Pol- 
icff.on to the Owner, ard to impriſen ſuch as do axpear to be Deine 


. guerits and tE.eir Aiders and Abeitors, to be forth-cemeing at the next 


Pifurbance cf 
the peace 
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Court that did give the Judgement in the Cafe, there to make their An- 
ſwer, and whem the Court dcth finde guilty, to {et ſuch fine or cther pu- 
niſkment upon them as the merit of their ſeveral Caſes doth require. 


14. It is Ordered, &c. That whoſoever ſhall diſturbe or undermine 
the peace of this Juri'diction or Inhabitants thereof, by p/otting with 0- 
thers, or by his own tumultuous and offenſive carriage, traducing, quar- 
rcling, challenging, or aflaulting, or any other way tending to publick aiſtur- 
bance, in what place ſoever it be dere, or ſhaildeſame ary Cert of Juſtice, or 
any of the Magiſtrates or Judges of any Court in this Juriſdiction, in re- 
ſpect of any Act or Sentence therein paſſed; every ſuch Offender, upon 
due proof made, ſhall be by the Court of Magiſtrates pnniſhed by tne, 
impriſonment, binding to the Peace or gocd Bchaviour, according to the 
quality and meaſure of the Offence or Diſturbance, to them ſecming juſt 
and equal. 

And that ſuch as Ecat, Hurt or Strike any otker perſon, ſhall be liable 
to pay unto the party burt or ſiricken, together with ſuch fine to the Co- 
lony, as'on conſideration of the party ſmiting or Eeirg {mit, and with 
what Inſtrument, danger more or leſs', time, placeyz provocation, &c. 
ſhall be judged juſt and reaſonable to the merit of the Offence. 


15. It is Ordered, &c. That if any perſon ſhall Forge any Deed or 
Conveyance, Teſtament, Bord, Bill, Relcaſe, Acquittance, Letter of 
Aturney, or any Writeing to pervert Equity ard Juſtice, he ſhall pay 
the party grieved double damages, ard be fined himſelf ſo much to the 
Countries uſe; and if he cannot pay it, to be publickly whipt, and burned 
ig the Face with a Roman F. | 


16. Be it alſo Enacted; That if any Notary or Keeper of publick 
Records, or Writeings, ſhall wilfully imbezle or make away any ivch Re- 
cords or Writeings of Concernment, committed to his keeping and truſt, 
or ſhall on purpote falſifie or deface thern, by racing out, adding to them, 
or otherwiſe; Such Corrupt Officer ſhall loſe his Cffice, be Disfranchized, 
and be burned in the Face, or fined, according to the circumſtances of 
the Fact, 


17. And if any perſon ſhall endeavour to corrupt any Cfficer, that 
keepeth ſuch -publick Records: or Papers of concernment, to procure him 
to Deface, Corrupt, Alter, or Imbezle any of them, he ſhall be ſcverely 
puniſhed, by Fine, Impriſonment, or Corporal puniſkment, as the matter 
may be circumftanced. 


18. It is EnaQted by this Court, &c. That what perſon ſoever, being 
fixteen years of age, ſhall wittingly or willingly make or publiſh any Lye, 
which may be tending to the damage or hurt of any particular a 
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with intent to deceive and abuſe the people with falſe News or Reports; 
fhall be fined for every ſuch default tex fillings, and if the party cannot 


or will not pay the fine, then he ſhall fit in the ſtocks ſo long as the 


Court fhall think meet; and if the Offender thall come to a Magiſtrate, 


and own his offence, it ſhall be in the power of that Magiſtrate to exe- 


cute the Law upon him where he liveth, and ſpare his appearance at the 
Court, but in caſe where the Iye is greatly pernicious to the publick 
weal, it ſhall be more ſeverely puniſhed according to the nature of it. 


| 19. It is Enacted by this Court, &c. That if any perſon ſhall wil- 
fully, and of ſet purpoſe, burn any mans fence; he ſhall make good the 
damage to the party wronged, be amerced forty ſhillings, and be bound to 
the good Behaviour if the Court ſee reaſon. 


20. And it is further Ordered ; That any perſon that ſhall wilfuily 
and on purpoſe break down another mans Fence, Gate or Bridge, to the 
annoyance either of a particular perſon, or a neighbout-hood ; he ſhall 
make up ſuch ſaid Fence, Gate or Bridge at his own charge, pay the da- 
mage thereby ſuſtained, and be amerced acccrding to the nature of the 
offence: ſaving the right of him that pulis up a Fence ſet on his Land 


without his approbation. 


21. And whoever ſhall wilfully pluck np, remove or deface anyT and- 
mark or Bounds between party and party, that have been, or thail be 
erderly ſet up by perſons thereunto appointed; he or they ſhall be 
fined from twenty ſizllings to five pounds as the oftence may be circum- 


ſtanced. 


22, It is EnaCted by this Court, &c. That no In-keeper or publick 
Houſe, ſhall ſuffer any unlawful Games, nor any kinde 'of Gaming in or 
about his Houſe, for money or monies worth, Liquors, Wine, Beer, or 
the like, on forfeit of forty ſh:fings for the Maſter or Keeper of the hou'e, 
and ten ſhillings a piece ſrom cach Garaeſter, | 


' 23. Be it alſo Enacted, That no perſon in this Government, ſhal} 
play at Cards, Dice, Croſs and Pile, or any fuch unlawful Game, wherein 
there 15 Lottery, at any private houſe or eiſe where in this Government 
on penalty of tex ſhillings fine, to be paid by every one that ſo playes, 
and twenty flullings by the Maſter or Head of a Family that ſhall know 
of and ſuffer ſuch Gaming in his Houſe or where he hath Com- 


mand. 


24. It is Enated by this Court, &c. That no perſon in this Govern- 
ment ſhall wear any Vizards, or diſguiſe by ſtrange Apparel, to laſcivious 
and evil ends and purpoſes, on penalty of being fined fifty ſhillizps to the 
Colonies uſe, for every ſuch default, or being publickly whipt or bound 
to the good Behaviour, as the Court may ſee reaſon. 


25. Foraſmuch as it is «bſerved, that the ſm of Drunkenneſs, dot 


greatly abound, to the diſhonour of God, impeveriſhing of ſuch as fall into it, 


and grief of ſuch as are ſober minde# ; For prevention, and it may be ſuj- 
preſſion of that growing and prevailing evil ; | 

Itis Enacted by this Court and Authority thereof, that whatſoever perſons 
ſhall be found drunk at any time in any _ Ordinarie, Ale-houſe or elſe 


where 
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in this Government, or be legally convict thereof, he or they ſhall for the 
firſt default be fined five ſhillings to the Countries uſe; for the ſecond de 
fault ter ſvillings, and if he or they will not, or cannot pay the fine, then 
to be ſet in the Stocks, not excecding two hours; for the third tranſgreſ- 
fion to be bound to the good behaviour, and if he ſhall tranſgreſs a fourth 
time, to pay fire pounds or be publickly whipt, and ſo ſrom time to time 
as often 2s they ſhall be found tran'grefiors in that kinde : by Drunken- 
ne's is to be underſtood, one that liſps or falters in his ſpeech by reaſon 
of over much Drink, or that ſtaggers in his going, or that vemits by rea- 
ſon of exccſhve drinking, or that cannot by reaſon thereof follow his 
calling. 


26. pybereas notwithſtanding all the care and endeavours of this Court 
to prevent that gieat and roging ſm of Drunkenneſs ; yet ftill many goe on 
in it; 

Therefore this Court doth further AQ, That the Names of ſrch as are 
found to be common, Drunkards in this Goverrment, ſhall be inrouled or 
recorded ; and that whatever perſon or perſons, whether Ordinary keepers |. 
or others, ſhall give, ſell or lend, either direQtly or indiretly any firong 
Liquors, or Wine, or ſtrong Beer unto any ſuch perſcn or perſons, ſhall 
forfcit ten ſhillings, five ſhillings to the Colonies uſe, and five ſrilings to 
the Informer. 

And the Names of ſuch as are ſo found in any Town, fhall be ſet up 
in ſome publick place. 


27. Whereas many have ſuſtained great damage by indiſcreet and untimely 
firing of the Woods ; 


; It is Ordered, &c. That none ſhall fire the Woods at any time, but 


they ſhall give warning thereof to their neighbours about them, and the 
time of firing them, to be between the fpfteenth of February and the latter 
end of April; and if any ſhall unneceflarily fire the Woods, or not obſer- 
ving -this Order, damnifie any, he ſhall make good the damage, and be 
fined tc ſhillings or be ſet in the Stocks. 


28. eAnd foraſmuch as ſome have been injured by careleſs taking of 


; Tobacco abroad in the Streets, and near unto Barns, Stables, Hay-Stacks, 


or Corn-ricks , : 

It is hereby Ordered, &c. That whoſoever ſhall be found ſmoaking of 
Tobacco in the Streets, or in ſuch places of danger, fhall forfeit to the poor 
of the Town two ſhillings for every ſuch default, which the Conftable may 
without further Warrant, diftrain and diſpoſe of; and if it can be known 
that damage did accrue unto any by ſuch careleſs ſmoaking of Tobacco, 
it ſhall be repaired by him that was the occaſion of it, or he ſhall be made 
to ſerve it out: Souldicrs whileft in Arms are diſpenſed with, to ſmoak 
it in the field, 

And if any perſon or perſons ſhall be found ſmoaking of Tobacco on 


_ the Fords day, going to, or comeing from the Mectings, within two miles 


of the Meeting-houle, they ſhall pay two ſhilings for every ſuch default, to' 
the Colcnics uſc. 
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: 'T is Enacted by this Court, &c. That in all Warrants reſpeting Ai. 

ons, the ſpecial ground of the Action ſhall be' expreſſed : And that a 
circumitantial Error in a Summons or Warrant ſhall nct be taken as a 
ſufficient ground for a Non-ſuit, where otherwiſe both the party and cate 
intended may be rationally underſtood; and it ſhall alſo be expreffed in 
the Warrant, in what quality the Plaintifte Snes; whether as Principle, 


Attorney, Guardian or otherwiſe. 


2. Becauſe much time is loſt in the beginning of Courts of Tryals, by 

neglet of timely Entry of Ations ; 2 
It is Enacted by this Court, That Actions ſhall be Entred upon, or be- 

fore the firſt day of the Courts litting, and not after; And in caſe any 
Plaintiffe ſhall delay his Entry longer then the forenoon of the firſt day 
of the Eourt, he ſhall pay fer ſhilzngs to the Countries uſe; belides ordi- 
nary Fees for Tryal of Actions. And all perſons whether parties or wit- 
nefles are enjoyed to attead their reſpective concerns the whole time of 
the Courts publick fitting until they are iſſued, | 

Ang fhall preſent the whole plea and evidence before the caſe be com- 
mitted to the Jury, and no other plea or evidence to be admitted to any 
perſon, any uſage or cuſtome to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And to this end all Marſhals and Conſtables, are required to make 
their returns of all ſuch Warrants as they. have ſerved, ſometime the firſt 
forenoon of the Court that is to take cognizance of the caſe concerned 


therein. 


3. Whereas in Suits and AGions brought into Courts between party and 
party, ſometimes the Plaintiffe, and ſometimes the Defendant, and ſemetines 
neither of them do attend the call, to proſecute or anſwer, to the great avuſe 
of Court and 7ury, and others coricerncd in the caſe, and is contrary to 
the laudable cuſtome of all Courts in our Native Country and elſe where; 

| It is therefore Ordercd and Enacted, That if any Plaintiffe have entred 
an Action, to be tryed in this Gourt, or which comes by Replevin, Re- 
view, or otherwiſe, and doth not by himſelf or by his Attorney, make 
their appearance and proſecute their Action, after they have been three 
times called in Court, they (ha!! be Non-ſuited; and if the Defendant ap- 
pear not to ſuch call, the Plaintifte appearing, the Suit ſhall neverthcle's 
une And if plaintifie or Defendant appear at their call, they ſhall 
nave their coſts granted againſt him that appeared not; and if afterwards 
both parties do zegree to try the Caſe at the ſame Comt, they ſhall be al- 
lowed ſo to do, the Plaintiffe paying for a new Entry, one half to the 
Treaſury, and the other to the Jury and Officers, | 


4. And if any perſon Summoned to anſwer any Preſentment, or for 


any Fact or Miſdemeanour, do not appear at the time appointed, he or 


they ſhall be proceeded againſt for contempt, except it appear they have 
becn prevented by the Hand of God. * 
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Cn dg. et co aaeg 
5. The ordinary ſctled charge for the tryal of an AQtion in this Court; 
ſhall be #ine ſhillings, for the Jury, Secretary, and Marſhal, diſtributed accor- 
ding to the former cuſtome of the Court, and two ſhillings m_ pet 
day to \Vitneſies: And if the Defendant obtain a Verdi, e thall not 
only have k's Coils allowed him for Witneſſes as aboveſaid ; but two ſhil- 
lings fixponce pr day for what time he hath neceſſarily attended on the 
Action, {yall be given hun without Suit, and this ſhall bare the Defendant 
from $Suir, unleſs by Impriſonment, or otherwiſe he hath been more then 


9 


_— PREISE, Ls a nincd 
Oi Galliii ay CQOiiliziliti Co . 


Charge of T riats 


6. It is alſo Determined, That it ſhall be at the liberty of a Plaintiffe, 

to withdraw his Action at any time before the Jury bring in a Verdict 

ood oh if he ſee cauſe, in which Caſe he ſhall allow the Defendant his full coſts, 
+ azd may afterward Review his Suit at another Court. 


| 7. Be it alſo Enacted, That no man in any Suit, or Plaint againft 
Yoxations Suits qnother, ſhall tailcly pretend great damages, or debts, to 'vex or diſcredit 
his Adverſary: And in all Cafes where it appears to the Court, that 
the Plaintife hath wittingly wronged the' Defendant, in commencing 
Suit, or proſecuting Complaint or Inditement againſt him, he ſhall pay 
unto the Defendant double coſts, and be amerced twenty ſhillings or more, 

as the Caſe may be circumſtanced, for ſuch his vexatious Suit or Plaint. 


9. It is further EnaRXcd, That in caſe a Plaintiffe obtain: not a Ver- 
heetews dit, he may Review his Action if he ſee cauſe; as likewiſe may the De- 
fendant, if he be caſt :'but if either of them having fallen twice in his 
Caſe upon Review, do ſtill go on to Review, and be caſt a third time, 
whereby it appezcs that he is vexatious and troubleſome to the Court and 
paity proſeciitea, he ſhall be awarded to pay double coſts to the party 
and twenty ſhillings fine to the publick Treaſury. 

9. Be it alſo Enacted, That a Jury bringing in a Verdi, the Bench 
concurring and accepting it, Judgement thall be forthwith granted: But 
if .tkey concur not, the jury may be put upon further conſideration of the 
Caſe; And if they itil! retain their Verdict, they ſhall be required to give 
when verdii their Reafo!s on waich it is grounded, which if they refuic, or having 
>< given their Reaſons, they appear not of weight, but the Jury through ob- 

#3nacy or Prejudice 79 the perſon or caſe, will maintain their Verdict, the 
Court may in {uch cafe reject ſuch Verdict, and impannel another Jury, 
þ new: Jary im- for the trya! of the Action, at that Court or the next; but if the ſecond 
painelicd fury do in the fbirance of their Verdict agree with the former, it ſhall 


Judgem.granted 


10. It is C:dered by this Court, &c. That no Attachments ſhall be 


rantcd in any civil Action to any Forreigner, againſt a ſetled Inhabitant 


Foreotion ers ſeo! 


hatnirents with- 
Out pIviOg Gus 
tion ivr Cuils 


veiy to pro.ecute his Action, and to anſwer the Defendant ſuch coſts 
rd damages 2s the Court may award: 

And it is further Ordered, That in all Attachments of Goods and Chattles, 
Lands, or Feriditaments, Which may be in ſuch caſe where the perſon 
caonot be had , whether it be by forreigners or ſetled Inhabitants, legal 
notice ſhail be viven to the party concerned, or left in writeing at his 
Hou cr place of uſual abode before the Suit proceed : but if he be out 
9f the Juriſciction, the cauſe ſhall proceed to Trya!,. but Judgement ſhall 
not 


cr 

D Fa - : LY ; 
nor araeh In of this Furiſgiciion, before he hath given ſuihcient Security or Caution 

© 
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not be cntred till anoth&r Court, at leaſt a Month after; and if the De- 
fendant do not then appear, Judgement ſhall be entred, but Execution 
ſhall not be granted before the Plaintiffte hath given ſufficient Security to. 
be Reſponſal to the Defendant , if he ſhall reverſe the Judgement 
within one year, or ſuch further time as the Court ſhall ſee cauſe to 
Order. 


it. Although it bath been the common uſage of this Court in ordinary 
caſes, not ts allow Attacoments 6, auy Goods or other eſtate, where the per- 
ſon can be found to be reſponſible to the Plaint ;, the Court being apprevenſrue 
that in ſome caſes perſons may be therein injured ; 

Do hereby Order, That it thall henceforth be in the liberty of the 


\ Court, or any Magiftrate, as they or he fhall ſee cauſe on conſideration of 


circumſtances attending the caſe, to grant Attackment either of the perſon 
or eſtate or boih. * 


12. That a Summons from any Magiſtrate ſhall be a ſufficient war- 
rant to bring any perſon within this Government, to anſwer to any Suit 
commenced againſt him, 


_ . I3. And that all Warrants, whether to Attach or Summon any to 
anſwer to an Action, Preſentment or Complaint thall be ſerved three com- 
pieat working dayes before the Court, or time appointed for appearance 
theteat. 


14. Be it alſo Enacteq; That henceforth Goods Attached to a Tryal, 
ſhall. not be releaſed upon the appearance of the party, or Judgement 
given, but ſhall ſtand engaged until the Judgement, or the Execution gran- 
ted upon the faid Judgement be diſcharged, which for the time thereof, 
{hall be as the Court ſhall Order, nor thall any Surety or Suretics for ap- 
pearance at any Court, except in Capital or Criminal caſes, be releaſed 
from his or their Bond, until an hour at leaft be expired aſter Judgement 
in ſuch caſe granted; any Cuſtome or Uſage of this Court to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 


IF. Liberty is granted by this Court to any perſon, to improve one 
or two Attornies to help him in his Pleas; provided they be perfons of 
good repute, and ſuch as the Court ſhall approve; and the ſaid Attornies 
are required, as to be faithful to their Clyent, ſo alſo to avoid fraudulent 
picas that may have attendency to miſlead the Court or darken the caſe. 


16. And it is Enacted, That if any perſon be proved a common Barrater,, 


Recoit of Judge. 
m2nc 
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Goods Artached 
ſhall not bere- 
I-:{-d naril SIM 
Judgement be 
{atished 


Nor Sureties 
Bynds 


Attotnics alio- 
wed, 


Brrratry pri0t- 


by vexing others with unjuſt, frequent and troubleſome Suits, it ſhall be in {<4 


the power ,of the Court, both to cject his cauſe, and puniſh him for his 
Barratry, by Fine or Impriſonment. 


17. It is alſo Ordered by this Court, That none hall have power to 
paſs away Lands, Heriditaments, or other Eſtate, or be capable of Sueing 


or being Sued at any Court in his own perſon, until he attain unto the Age of diſcre- 
age of one and twenty years: But any Orphan may choſe their Guardians ©** 


to act for them, at the age of fourteen years, to ſecure or defend their 
Eſtate as may be requiſite. 


\ : ; 
18. It is Ordered,- &c. That no mans perſen fhall be reſtrained or 
| im- 
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impriſoned by any Authority whatſoever, before the Law hath- ſen- 
tenced him thereunto, if he can put in ſufficient Security , Baile or Main- 
prize, for his appearance and good Behaviour in the mean time, unleſs if 


Who Biilable He in Crimes Capital, and Contempt in open Court, or in ſuch caſe where 
ſome expreſs ACt of Court doth allow it. 
No levy on lands 19. It is Ordered, &c: That no Debt be leavied on Lands or Rents; 


where 89903 © ſo long as the Debtor hath Goods and Chattels to be found to fatisfie; 
nor ſurety to be neither {hall the Pledges or Sureties be diſtrained, ſo long as the Principle 
Coke fates 15 {uflicient and can be found. 

ent ard found ; | 

wor beaſt of the © 20. That Beaſt of the Plough or Draught fhall not be diſtrained for 
plow or draught Debt, ſo long as others may be found to ſatisfie the Debt except for da- 


mage feaſant. 


21. It is Ordered, That every man ſhall have liberty to Replevy his 
Chattcl or Goods impounded, diftrained or ſeized, unleſs it be upon Exe- 
cution after Judgement, or for payment of Rates, or Fines; provided he 
put in good ſecurity to proſecute the Replevin, and to ſatisfie ſuch damage 

* and charge as his Adverfary ſhall recover againſt him in Law. 


Replevin 


= pag 22, That all Debts be paid in ſpecie, according to Contract, 
Fines to be forth 23. That when any Delinquents are fined to the Country, they ſhall 
+ og or it forthwith pay their fine or give ſecurity to the Treaſurer for the ſame, or 
their perſons ſecured till they do. » 

and paid in mos And that all fines not exceeding ten ſhillings ſhall be paid in 
mey if exceed 

_— ' money. 

CRATE Y. 


CUVURETS. 


sf Hae the Afaires of this Juriſdi@ion may be the better carried on; 
It is Agreed and Declared, that there be ſeveral Courts, for ſeveral 
purpoſes, and of different conſtitutions and power. 


And firſt of the General Court, 


The General. He General Court ſhall conſiſt of the Governour, and Aſſiſtants, and 
——_ | Deputies for each Town-ſhip in this Juriſdiction, which Deputies 
| ſhall be Annually choſen, according to order of Court in that caſe pro- 
vided, and ſhall be ſent to each General Court, with full power of all 

the Freemen deputed to them, and as the Countries Repreſentatives, to- 

Powere gcther with the Magiſtrates, to conſult of, and determine all ſuch matters, 
and to make and eftablifh all ſuch Laws and Orders as conccrne the pub- 

bck welfare of this Colony, the matter of Election of Magiſtrates m_ 

otner 
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other Officers only excepted, wherein every Freeman is to give in his vote; 
according to the accuſtomed uſage of this Court. 


_ 2. It is Enacted, that this General Court, and all the Members there. Plic* and time 
of, ſhall meet and fit at Plimouzh, on the firſt tueſday in June Annually, EN 
( nothing extraordinary preventing) and that then there ſhall be the Ele- 0a Go- 
Ction of all our Magiltrates, viz. a Governour and ſeven Afſiſtants, and Ou 
likewiſe the Election of two Commiitioners for the United Colonics, and Sfbliving of 
our Treaſurer, who ſhall be all choſen out of the Freemen, and by the Gihccrs 
free Votgs of the Freemen of this Corporation, and not otherwiſe, 

And that at this Court alio, the Deputies, Select-men, Grand-jury-men, 
Conſtables, and Supervizors of the High-wayes, be preſcnted to be eſtabir- 
ſhed in their reſpective places, all which being firſt diſpatched, then the nifelarion on 
Magiſtrates and Deputics ſhall continue together, to Confider and Order 07x Ogg 
all iuch other affaires of this Juriſdiction as fall within their Cognizance, 
Truſt and Power, until they ſhall ſce cauſe to diffolve or adjourn the ſaid 


Court unto another time. 


nour or in his abſence, the Deputy Governour, and in their abſence, the 9%: © eve hs 
greater part of the Magiſtrates of this Juriſdiction, ſhall have power to 4% # Freemens 
Summon a- General Court, either the . whole body of Freemen, or their £ :r-1i-:509 
Repreſentatives at any time, as the urgent and extraordinary occaſions of a ES 
the Juriſdiction, or any part thereof may require, | 

And if any of the ſaid Magiſtrates, or Deputies ſhall without juſt cauſe, 
either be abſcnt at the firſt fitting of any of the jaid Genera! Courts; pins for non ap. 
whether ordinary or extraordinary, or without leave depart, or diſorderly \ Pearance 07, 4-- 
abfent him or themſelves from the ,ſervice tliereof, before the Court be lice: rapes 
finiſhed, he or they ſhall each of them pay twenty ſhillings, for a fine to 
the Juriſdition, for ſuch abſence or departure, but if the abſence or de. created ctr: 
parture be mingled with Contempt, or wiltul negle, the fine ſhall be Coricempt.- 
increaſed, as the Court upon due conſideration of the offence, with the 
aggravations, ſhall judge meet. 


3. It is alſo Ordered, That beſide the ſaid fixed Courts, the Gover. P>v**_to ſum- 


4. eAnd in reoard that through Age, Inability of Body, or Urgency 

of Occaſions, many of the Freemen cannot attend the Courts of Eledt;on ; 

Liberty is hereby granted to ſuch of the Freemen as will not be there ; ;«...+, ro fd , 
in perſon, to ſend their Votes by Proxy, v:z. by the Deputics of their re- v-covy Frey, 
ſpective Towns; provided that ſuch Votes be given to tne ſaid Deputics 
in open Town-meeting, and ſhall by the Deputies, be there ſeated up ic- 
verally (thatis to ſay ) Votes for Goverrour by themietves, Aſliſtants by 
themſelves, &c- And that the Deputies alſo take a-Lift'of the names of 
ſuch as ſent Votes by them, that they may anſwer for them when they 
are called: 

And that whoſoever of the Freemen, do not appear at Election, in, 
Perſon, or by Proxy, he thall be for ſuch negle, amerced to the Trea- tec. * Sages 


fury ter ſhillings. | 


5. Forasmuch as the Freemen of this Corporation, have been declared. 
to be the Aſſociates of this Government, and have the priviledge and power 
of choſing Officers, and by tbemſcives or their Repreſentatives, togetoer with 
the e Matiſirates, of making and R epealing Laws, and managem.t of the uy 
greateſt concernes of this Common-Weal, 


EF - | + 


F-2emens poweqp 


re eee On —— —_—  —  ——_ — ——_ 


THE LAWS OF -: | Uhap; 


———_— 


— 


Who to be d- 
micted 


How 


ard wi? 


In what cit to 
bc Disir Nc. i2:d 


Who to Vote 11 

Town mecticgs 

for choice of 
Azcers 


Depurios ro be 
annully cl2td 


and their Names 
preſeared rothe 
COMnrei Per Cones 
{tavle 


In wiz? cafe to 
he reinied wil 
392 reeion re- 
turned oike 
Town 


withortrc 21ers 
ani votent nie 
meIuy part 


Who end when 
to hevea citing 
Yote 


| choice of Atter perſons to fend in their ſtead, as the opportunity will 


IDS —_ 


It is therefore Enated by this Court and the Anthority thereof, That 
none ſhall be admitted a Freeman of this Corporation, but ſuch as are 
one and twenty years of «ge at the leaſt, and have the teſtimony of their 
neighbours, that they are of ſober and peaceable converſation, Orthodox 
in the Fundamentals of Religion, and tuch as have alſo twenty pounds 
rateable Eftate at the leaſt in the Government. And that the Court may be 
well informed, that ſuch as are to to be admitred Freemen are ſo quali- 
fied; they ſhall ſtand propounded a compleat year, before they take up 
tk-ir Freedome, unleſs it be fome perſon that is generally known and ap- 
proved, or of whom the Court may make preſent improvement : And all 
Freemen to be taken in at Election Courts only and in open Court. 


6. Ard foraſrauch as ſome corrupt Members may creep into the beſt and 
pureſt $octeties ; "7 

If any Freeman of this Corporation, ſhall be diſcovered to be notori- 
cuſly vitious or fcandalous, as common Lyars, Drunkards, Swearers, A- 
poſtatcs from the Fundamentals of Religion, or the like, or doth mani- 
ieſtly appear to be diſaftected to this Government; upon legal and due 
conviction of all or any of theſe, it ſhall be in the. power of the General 
Court to Disfranchize him if they ſee cauſe from the priviledge of a 
Freeman. 

And beeauſe it greatly concerns the good and Weal of the whole Colony, 
to pave a good choice made in the ſeveral Towns, of Sele#® men, Deputies, 
Grend-jury-men, Conſtables, &c. and it appears that ſome do abuſe their 1i- 
berty in Voting for choice of ſuch Officers, and are either fatious or ſlite in 
their choice 

It is therefore Enacted, That henceforth none ſhall have power to Vote 
on ſuch accounts in Town-mettings, but ſuch as are Freemen of the- Cor- 
poration, or Free-holders of twenty pounds Rateable Eftate, Orthodox in 
tac Fundamentals of Religion, of good Converſation, and having taken 
the Oath of Fidelity, . 


7. It is Enacted, That each Townfhip in this Juriſdiction , do Annu- 
ally Elect and Choſe one or two fit men out of the Freemen, for their De- 
pulics, with full power as aforeſaid, to attend the ſervice of the General 
Court, and the Adjournments thereof, or for the whole year, in pain of 
foriy ſhillings, and the reſpeCtive Conſtable, to return the Names of thoſe 
io choſen to the, Court, in pain of twezty ſhillings to the Colonies ule. 


8. And if the Court to whom ſuch Deputy or Deputies be preſented; 
do upon tke taking notice of their Members, adjudge any of them to be 
unfit for ſuch a truſt, then ſhall the Court return them with the reaſon 
thereof, unto the Town from whence they were ſent, that tney may make 


permit, 


9. It is Ordered, &c. That nothing fhall be concluded, and paſs as 
an Act of che General Court, but by the confent and vote of the major 
part of rhe Court. 


And the Governour, or in his abſence the Deputy Governour, ſhall 
have a caſting Vote, whenſoever there ſhall be an Equi-vote, either inthe 
General Court, or Court of Aſſiſtants. 


x0. That 


Ire com, 
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30. That in caſe either of the Commiſſioners choſen, ſhall by Gods 
providence be disinabled to attend the ſervice thereof, then the ncxr in 
Nomination for that choice fhall attend that ſervice in his ſtead. 


11. And it-is Ordered, That until the Court ſee cauſe for the Free- 
mens annual Elefting of a Deputy Governour, the cideſt Afiftant thall 
{upply that place in the Governours neceſſary or unavoidabic abſence. 


Sccondiy, Courts of eAfſſijtants 
Z1aziftrates. 


FP Or the better Adminiſiration of 5uſtice ; 

It is Ordered and Enactcd by this Court and the Anthority thereof; 
That there be and ſhall be a Court called the Court of Aihſtants or Ma- 
giitrates. wherein all the Magiſtrates for this Juri'/diction ſha!l meet and 
fit at Plimcuth, at leaſt three times a year, namely the fir/# tucjday 19 
March, the firſt tueſday in July, and the laſt tueſday in Ottover, to hear, 
examine, and determine all Capital, Criminal, and Civil cauſes according 
to Law, and to receive and try all Appeals ducly brought unto them from 
any Inferiour Court, or Sentence pafled: And to call all the Innavitants, 
Freemen, Planters, or others to accompt, for the breach of any Laws or 
Orders eſtabliſhed, or for other miſdemeanours, and to Cenſnre them ac- 
cording to the quality of the offence and Law in ſuch caſe provided, and 
to Summons Juries of inqueſts, and Tryals out of the Town-ſhips in this 
Juriſdiction, and to make and conſtitute Clerks or other needfal Otlicers,&c. 
in which meetings of the Magiſtrates, leſs then four Magifi:ates ſhall not 
bu accounted a Court. 


2. And that juſtice be not deferred, nor the Country necdleſly charged; 
It ihall be lawful for the Governour or in his abſence the Deputy Go- 
vernour to call a Court of Aſſiſtants, for the Tryal of anv Malefactor in 


Capital' cauſes, or upon any other weighty occaſion, as he ſhall ſee 
cauic. 


3. That it hall be lawful for the Governour, Deputy Governor, or 
any two Magiſtrates, to call a ſpecial Court at the Requeſt of any Stran- 
ger, or Forreigner for Tryal, in a caſe_of conſiderable value; provided 
ſuch Stranger put in Security to defray the charge thereof, at whieh Court 


/ 


there ſia!l not be leis then three Magiſtrates. 


4. And that it ſhall be lawful for any Stranger, vport Legal Sura- 


mons, to enter any Action in any of theſe Courts, againſt any perſon 
that 1s not an Inhabitant amongſt us, 


5. That the Bench ſhall hwe power to determine all ſich matters 5£ 
Equity, as cannot be Relieved by the Common Taw, as the forfeiture of 
an Obligation, breach of Covenants without great dathage or the Ithe 
matters of apparcnt Equity, EY 
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6. It is alſo Ordered; That in all Laws which are or ſhall be made, 
where no fine or penalty is expreſſed and Jimited, alf Tranſgreſlors are 


ro reatonable pe- and ſhall be liable to ſuch reaſonable penalties or puniſhments as the Court 


nalttes by the 


Ecurs 
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of Magiſtrates duely weighing the nature of the offence, with the circum- 
ſtances, ſhall judge mcet, 


Thirdly, The Court of Scle&-men. 


Or Preventicn of unneceſſary charge and travail to the Country, and in- 

cumbrance to other Courts, by ſmall cauſes; | 

It is Ordered, &c. That three or five fit men be Annually choſen by 
papers, out of the Freemen in each Town-ſhip in this Government, and 
preſented at Election Court, who being approved by the Magiſtrates as 
Select-men and ſworn, to the faithful diſcharge of their truſt; ſhall have 
power to hear and determine, by their beſt diſcretion, according to the 
Law here cftabliſhed, all cauſes wherein either party is an Inhabitant of 
their Town, and the Debt, Treſpaſs or Damage, doth not exceed forty 
ſhillings; and have hercby power to ſend for Parties and Witnefles by 
Summons, which may be ſerved by the party, or Attachments directed 
to the Conſtable, as the caſe may require; as alſo to adminiſter Oathes 
to Witneſſes, and alſo to grant Execution for the Leavying of ſuch Debts, 
or Damages for the uſe of the perſon damnified, 


2. And if the party being legally Summoned, do not appear to Au- 
ſwer, the Plaintiffe ſhall notwithſtanding have his Action proceed, Qc. 
as is 1n that caſe for other Courts before provided : ſee tit. «A@&1ons. 

But where the party ſhall be Attached, and refuſe to give Bond for his 
appearance, or being Sentenced, refuſe to give ſatisfaction, and no Goods 
appear in the ſame Town where the party dwells, the Select men may 
then charge the Conſtable with the party, to carry him before a Magi- 
ſtrate, to be forthwith procecded with according to Law, and not by the 
Select men, to be committed to Priſon in'any caſe. | 


3. And where any of the three Sele&t men may be party in the caſe, 
or abſent, by an unavoidable a&t of Gods providence, then the other two 
are impowred to iſſue the caſe, or the other Sele&t men where there is no 
Magiſtrate ; and the Select men to have three ſhiliings of the Plaintiffe for 
cvery caſe they or any two of them where there is but three agree to give 
verdict upon. | 

Andthat henceforth no Debt or Action proper to their eognizance be 
received (except in caſes of Defamation or Battery ) into any other Court 


_ but by Appeal. 


Liberty of Appeal to the next Court of Aſſiſtants, being hereby granted 
to the grieved party, either before or after one review of his caſe; pro- 
vided he tender -his Appeal, and'put in $ccurity before the Select men or 
one of them, to proſecute his Appeal to effec, and to ſatisfic all damages 
before . Execut;on is granted, which ſhall got be till twelve. bours after 
Judgement. | 


4- It is further Ordered, That all Appeals with the Security EVE 
y 40 1 
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ſaid, ſhall be Recorded at the charge of the party Appealing, and cer- 
tified unto the Court to which they are made, together with all the Teſti- 
monies according to which they gave in their Verdict, and the Court Ap- 
pealed to, ſhall judge according to thoſe Teſtimonies and no other; and 
if they finde matter of Fact and Judgement according to Law with the 
other Court, they ſhall not revoke the Sentence or Judgement, but abate 
or increaſe damages as ſhall be judged right. 

And that any of the Magiſtrates or Select men where no Magiſtrate is, 
at the Appealants requeſt, grant a Precept for the Defendants appearance 
at the Court Appealcd to; And if fuch Appealant do not proſecute his 
Appeal to effect according to Law, ſhall beſides his Bond to the party 
forfeit forty ſhillings fine to. the Country for ſuch neglect. 

It is further Ordered, That the Select men ſhall alſo hear and deter- 
mine any Difference, Debt or Damage whatſoever ariſing between any 


With the 5: 
cels therevt 


of the Engliſh in their Town, and any of the Indians, except matters of «.j.a mens po- 


a Capital or Criminal Nature, and title of Land: Liberty alſo being gran- 
ted to any of them grieved at the Sentence there pailed, to Appeal to the 
next Court of Aſſiſtants, and to be dirc&e4 therein by the Select men. 


CHAP. VI 


« 


Prefentments, Inditements, 7urerd ITS 
and 'uriggt 


þ is Ordered by this Court, That no perſon fhall be Indited, Preſented 
or Informed againſt co any Court or Magiſtrate within this Juriſdiction 
for the breach of any penal Law, or any other miſdemeanour, the forfci- 
ture whereof belongs to the Country, unleſs the ſaid Inditement or Infor- 
matton, &c. be made and exhibited within one year after the offence be 
committed or elſe to be void and of none efleft; provided alwayes this 
Law ſhall not extend to any Capital Offences, or any Crimes that -may 
eoncern Toſs of Member or Baniſhment, or to any Treaſonable Plottings 
or Conipiracies againſt this Government, or to any Felonics above twenty 
foillings. | 

Nor ſhall it hinder any perſons grieved for any wrong done to him, his 
Wife, Children or Servants, or Eftate, real or perſonal, but that every 


"—_ perſon ſhall have ſuch remedies as formerly he might or ought ts 
aVe; 


2, It is Ordered; That if any perſon ſhall be Indited of, os legally 
Charged with any Capital Crime ( who is not then in durance Wand fhall 
withdraw or refuſe to render his perſon to ſome Magiftrate or Officer in 
this Juriſdiction, within one month after three Proclamations made pub 
lickly in the Town where he did formerly uſually abide, their being a full 
Moneth betwixt Proclamation and Proclamation; his Lands and Goods 


Hall be ſeized to the uſe of the Juriſdition ( and Ordered with due reſpect 
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to his femily, as the Court of Magiſtrates ſhall judge meet) till he 
make his lawſul appearance; and- ſuch witkdrawirg of himſelf ſhall be 
and ſand in flead of one Witneſs to prove the Crime charged, unleſs he 
can make it appear to the Court, that he was necefiarily hindred. 


{VRORS and JURIES. 


$1 is EnzQecd by the Court ard the Authority thereof; That a Grand 
| Ingueft of able and difcreet mcn-be Impannelled by the Governovur and 
Aſſſtants, which are to be choſcn out of the ſeveral Townſhips of this 
Government, as by Warrant ſhall be direQcd to them, to ſerve, His Ma- 
zeſty by irquiring into, and preſenting the breach of iuch wholeſcme Laws 
and Ordinances as are or ſhall be here cfiabl;iſked, ard all ſuch Miſde- 
meanovrs as manifeſtly tend to the hurt ard detriment of Religion, Ci- 
vility, Peace, Society or Neightourhocd ihey ſhall know or be informed 
of, upon the Teſtimony of any ore or more Witneſſes upen Oath, to be 
committed by any perſon or perſons within this Juri{dition, ard to do 
any other ſervice which ſhall en His Vajcſties bcha!f be required of them 
at ſuch Courts and times as ſhall by Warrant ficm the Governour or 
Magiſtrates be required of them: Provided no perſon whatſoever, ſhall 
be bound to Inform, Preſent, or Reveal any private Crime er Offence, 
wherein there is no peril or danger to this Colony, or any Mcmber thereof, 
when any neccflary tye of Conſcience binds him to ſccrefie; unleſs it bein 
Teſtimonies lawſully required of them. | ” 

And every Grand-juror ſhall be allowed by their reſpcaive Towns two * 
ſeilings ſixpence a day, for their time and charge whilſt ikey attend any 
of the ſeveral Courts, except the Courts of Election whereat they are pre- 
ſented to be ſworn. 

And that ſuch as refuſe to ſetve on the Grand Inqueſt, being orderly 
Choſen, ſhall be fincd forty ſhillings to the Colonies uſe, and ſuch as ſhall ab- 
ſent themſelves from atrending their ſervice at any of the Courts, they ſhall 
be warncd unto, ſhall be fined ten ſhillings unleſs they give iufficient rea- 
ſon for ſuch their abſence. 


2, That Petty Juries be Syummoned by the Governovr, or ſome other 
of the Magiſtrates at ſuch Cortts as there may be cccaſcn, ard be im- 
pannellcd and ſworn truely to try between party ard party, and ſhall 
tnde the mattcr of fat with the dzmages ard cM, accordirg to their 
evidence, or truely to try between our Soveraign Lord the King, and any 
Priſoner Erovght to the Bar, ard the Jrdges ſhall dcclare the Sentence, or 
dircEt the Jury to finde according to Iaw; and in all caſes wherein the 
Law is obſcure, ſo as the Jury cannot te ſatisfied thercin, they have li- 
berty to preſent a ſpecial Verdict, 7iz. If the Law be ſo in ſich a point 
we tinge for the Plaintiffe, but if the I aw be otherwiſe, we frde for the 
DefcnUant, in which caſe the determination doth properly kclorg to the 
Court. And all Jurors ſhall have liberty in matter of fe; if they cannot 
fince the main iflive, yet to firde and preſent in their Verdict ſo nach as. 
they can ; tte Forcmars allowance being cone ſhilling, ard ſix fence a piece 
to tie reſt of the Jurors for every A Gion that lands centred aſter they are 
ſworn, | 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII: 


CONST ALE 


T is Enacted by the Court, &c. That in every Town in this Govern- 
] ment, ſhall be Annually choſen one or more tit men for Conſtavics; 
whoſe Names ſhall by the Deputies of the Towns, be returned to the E- 
lection Court, and ſhall there, or within a week after the Court preſent 
himſelf to a Magiſtrate to take Oath. 


2. That whoſoever being choſen to the office of 'a Conſtable, Yoth 
refuſe to ſerve therein, or will not take the Oath appeitaining to that 
Office, he ſhall be amerced the ſum of four pounds, the one haif to the 
Colony, and the other half to the publick uſe of the Town where he 
dwells; and the Town forthwith to chuſe another. | 


3. eAnd becauſe a Conſtables place, though a place of truſt, is alſs 
burthenſome ; : 

It is Ordered; That if any man have borne the Office of a Conſtable, 
he ſhall not be compelled to ſerve in the ſame Office, in the ſame Town, 
nor any other in this Government to which he may remove, in ſ-aver 
.years after; and that all Conſtables ſhall be freed from Training, and Mi- 


litary Watches, 


4. That if any Conſtable within this Government, have occaſion to 
go out of the Town-ihip wherein he is Conſtable, for ſome time, he ſhall 
have power to depute, and by due ſatisfaction procure another meet per- 
fon in his ſtead, as his Deputy, who ſhall execute the Conſtables place 
during his abſence, as cfiectually as he himſelf might do; provided that 
tne perſon whom he {o deputeth, be not one that hath ferved in the place 
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within two years before, except he be willing ; And in caſe any Conſtable 


iall neglect to provide and depute one in his ftcad, as aforeſaid, to for- 
teit tex fillings tor every default. 


5. That the' gathering of Country Rates, Town Rates, Miniſters 
Rates, alſo the leavying of fines in the reſpective Towns, and ſerving of 
Executions, by Warrant from any Lawiu! Authority here eſtabliſhes, 
ihall belong unto the Office of a Conſtable, together with the ſerving'of 
ſuch other Warrants and Summons, as ſhall be by the ſaid Authority di- 
rected to him ; and ſhall have tweive pence for ſerving a Summons, two 
fhilimgs ſixpcnce for ſerving an Attachment, in hand to be paid by the 
Plaintiffe, and returned again unto him by the Conſtable ini caſe he fail 
in {crving thereof. | 
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Marſhals and Conſtables Dire@ions, 


6. T Hat ;uftice may be the better Executed, the 7uriſdiGions cccafions 
carried en, and that the Marſhal and ather Officers may know how 
to demean theriſelves in their places ; 

It is Ordered; That in caſe of Rates, and Fines to be leavied, and in caſe 
of Debts and Executions in Civil Actions, the Officer fhall firſt demand 
the Sum due of the party or at his houſe or place of uſual abode, but 
upon refuſal or non-payment, he ſhall have power to leavie the ſame upon 
any Goods liable to ſuch Leavie or Execution whereſoever it fhall be 
and if he be to take the perſon he may do the like, if upen demand he 
ſhall, refuſe to render himſelf : And whatſoever charges the Cfcer in any 
ſuch caſe ſhall neceſſarily be put unto, in leavying or traniporting the 
_ Goods or Matters leavied unto the Treaſurer or party concerncd, who is 
Eo chatne - - to receive the ſame, he ſhall Jeavie the ſaid Charges alſo, as he doth the 

Debt, Aſeſsment or Fine ; Provided it ſhall not be lawful for any- ſuch 
Goods exempt Officer to leavie any mans neceſſary Bedding, Apparel, Too!s, Arms, or 
*rom executi9* {ych Implements of Houſe-hold-ſtuffe as ſerve for his neceſſity, without 
expreſs direction from the Court or ſome one of the Magiſtrates : But in 
ſuch caſe he ſhall leavie his Land or Perſcn according to Law; and in no 
caſe ſhall the Officer be put to ſeek out any mans Eſtate further then his 
place of abode, but if the party will not, or doth not diſcover his Goods, 
or Lands to a ſufficient value, the Officer may take his perſon, who ſhall 
be kept in durance at his own charge till he make diſcovery of his Eſtate 
to ſatisfie the ſame, if he be ſolvent, but if he be inſolvent then at the 
: Creditors charge. 
officer cone. - And it is alſo Ordered; That. if any Officer ſhall do injury to any by 
ſatisfaction colour of his Office, in theſe or any other caſes, he ſhall be liable to make - 
rcſtitution, upon complaint by AQtion or Information. 
Ang it is further Ordered, That the Conſtable or other Officer, that 
ſhall not faithfully Collect ſuch Rates, Aſleſsments, Fines, or Debts and 
Dues, as ſhall from time to time be committed to him, or required of 
him by order of any lawful Authority here eſtabliſhed, or that ſhall not attend 
his Order, to pay or deliver the ſame ſo Collefted unto the Treaſurer, or any 
other perſon or perſons concerned therein, he ſhall be liable to make good 
all the damages that comes thereby unto the party or parties wronged, 
and to ſuffer ſuch puniſhment by fine to the Country according to the 
treſpals. | 


Fo cemand dues 


7. It is Ordered by this Court ard Authority thereof ; That the Con- 
Conftables t®. able ſhall whip or puniſh any to be puniſhed by Order of Authority, 
whip , , , . A 
( where there is not another Officer appointed to do it) in their own- 
Towns, unleſs they can get another to-do it. 


28 8. It is further Ordered; That any and every perſon tendred to any 
Se Ghachs Cenitable, of this Juriſdiction, by any Conſtable or . other Officer, of our 
own, or bclonging to any forreign Juriſdiction m this Country or by 

Warrant from any ſuch Authority, ſhall be preſently received and con- 

veyed forthwith from Conſtable to Conſtable till they be brought OY 

- place 
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place to which they are ſent, or before forme Magiſtrate of this Juriſdi- 
dion, who 1thall ditpoſe of them as the juſtice of the cauſe ſhall require; 
And all Hues and crics ſhall be duely received and diligently purſued to 
full effect: and where no. Magiſtrate 15 near, every Conſtable thall have 
fuil power to make, figne, and put forth Purſuits or Hues and cries after 
Murtherers, Man-ilayers, Pcacc-b:eakers, Theeves, Robbers, Burglarcrs, and 
other Capital Offenders; as alſo to Apprehend without W arrant, ſuch as 
are overtaken with Drink, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, Vagrant Perſons, 
Night-walkers, provided they be taken in the manner, cither by the fight 
of the Conſtable, or by preieat information by others: As alſo to make 
ſearch for all ſuch perſons, either on the Sabbath day or other, when 
there ſhall be occaſion, in all Houſes Licenſed to ſell either Beer or Wine, 
or in any orher ſuſpected or diſordered places, and thoſe to Apprehend 
and keep in fafe Cuſtody till opportunity ſerve to bring them beijore one 
of the next Magiſtrates to further Examination, provided, when any Con- 
ſtable is imployed by any of the Magiſtrates for Apprehending of any per- 
fon, he ſhall not do it without Warrant in Writeing: And if any per- 
ſon ſhall refuſe to Aſſiſt any Conſtable or Marſhal, in the Execution of his 
Office, in any of the things aforementioned, or otherwiſe as occaſion ſhall 
require, being by him required thereto, they ſhall pay for negle& thereof 
ten ſhillings to the uſe of the Country, to be leavied by Warrant from 
any Magiſtrate, before whom any ſuch Offender ſhall be brought; and if 
it appear by Good Teſtimony, that! any ſhall wilfully, obſtinately, and 
contemptuouſly refuſe or neglect to Aſiſt any Conriſtable, as 1S before cx- 
prefſed, he ſhall pay to the uſe of the Country forty ſhillmgs. 
eAnd that no man may plead Ignorance for ſwch neglect? of ye- 
uſal; | 
Fay Ordered, That every Conſtable ſhall have a Black Staffe tipped 
with Braſſe, as, a Badge of his Office, which as he hath opportunity, he 
ſhall take with him when he gocth to diſcharge any part of his Office, 
yet notwithſtanding, the want of his Staffe thall not hinder him from Exe- 
cuting his Oihce in any kinde, if occaſionally he be without it, nor 
' exempt any from aſſiſting him therem, that may know him to be the 
Conſtable. | 
And if any Magiſtrate, Conſtable, or other, upon urgent occaſion, 
ſhall refuſe to do their beſt endeavour, in raiſing and proſecuting Hues 
and cries by foot, and if nced be by Horſe, after ſuch as have committed 
Capital Crimes, they ſhall forfeit for every ſuch offence to the uſe afore- 
faid forty ſhillings. 


9. It is Ordered, &c. That the Conſtables in their reſpeQive Town- 
ſhips, ſhall wara Town-meetings of their Inhabitants, as they ſhall receive 
Order from any of the Magiſtrates, Sele&-mcn or Deputies of their Towns 
upon any due occaſion to them ſeeming for ſuch Town-meetings, in pain 
of twenty ſhillings for his neglect. 


It is Ordered that three or five men be choſen in each Town-ſhip of 


this. Juriſdiction, by papers, to make Aﬀeſsments or Ratcs upon all the 
Inhabitants of their Town, as there ſhall be need or occaſion, for defray- 
ing of the publick charge of the Country, or the particular charges ariſing 
.in their Town-thips according to Order of Court in ſuch caſe provided, 
or for leavying any fine Jaid upon the Town, and if the Inhabitants of the 
Town do not come together upon the Conſtables warning, and choſe 
Raters, the Town: ſhall forfeit fize pounds to the Countries ule. | 
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And if the Ratcrs ſo Elected, do not make ſuch Rates committed and or- 

_ dered to them to be made, and tranſcribe and deliver or cauſe to be de- 
__ livered a fair copy thereof to their Conſtable, within fcrzrtccm dayes of 
4 patty ſooner if the eccaſion ſhall require, ſhall forfeit twenty ſhilings a piece, 


and if their negle& be ming!ed with Contempt, forty fiullines a piece to 


- the Country. 
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And it is furthcr Ordered, That the Court or ary two of the 
Magiſtrates may, as nced ſhall require, upon defect of any Towns chooſing 
Ratcrs, or the Rotcrs neg!cct to make iuch Ratcs, as by Order of Court 
are commited to thcm, mcke choice of three men to niake ſuch 
Rate, 


10 It is alſo Ordered &c. That the Conſtable is impowred to make 
diſtreis on the Goods of ſuch as neglect to pay their part of ary ſuch 
Rares as aforeſaid, in unto him or his Order in the Town ſhip, and to 
have one fhilling for {uch diſtreſs. And if he cannot get in all the Rates, 
Aſjeſsments, committed ro him during the time of his Cflice, he ſhall not- 
withſtanding the expiration of his Gflice, have power with the Afſi- 
ſtance of the next Conſtable to leavie by. diftre!s all ſuch Rates and 
leavies. | 


ti. And in caſe the Conſtable neglect together in any of the id 
Rates, within forty dayes next aſter he hath the ſaid Rate, or ſooner 
upon ſpecial occaſion, he ſhall be liable to pay it himſelf, and to be Re- 
covered by Suit or diftraint on his goods, eſpecially for ſuch Rates as are 
not gathered and brought in to the Treaſurers Order, according to the 
time mentioned in his Warrant, which if the Treaturer negle@, he ſhall 
be anſwerable to the Country for the ſame; And if the Conſtable be not 
able to make payment, It ſhall be Lawtu?l for the Treaſurer to diſtreyne 
for all Artcarages of Rates and Leavyes any man or men of that Town 
where the Conſtables are vnable, and that man or: men upon requeſt to 
the Court, ſhall have Order to collect the ſame again equally of the Town 
with his juſt damage for the ſame. 


12. And for tre more equal and ready way of raiſmg means for de- 
fraying necfſary cn publick charges of all forts ; 

It is Orderc that all Ratcs and Aﬀeſsments, fhall be equally propor- 
tioned by the Raters, accercing to each mans different perſonal Abilities, 
Faculties and Eſtate, both perſonal and real, being or reputed to be the 
Eftate of each pcrion in the fame Town, or otherwiſe under their Cuſtody 
or managirg, «cording to the juſt valuation as near as may be, viz. Lands 
improved by Plough or Hovgh, or by cutting and taking of Timber from 
it, or Renting it, and all Meadow Lands, and Cattel of all ſorts, 
Mills, Ships, Bargucs, Ketcies, and other Veſſels, Merchartable Goods 
and other known Eſtate whatſoever, ( Kouſhold-ſtuffe and Goods of that 
Kinde, provided and kept for that uſe and not for Trade, oncly ex- 
cepted. ) 

And for incouraning of Traffick; 

It is Ordered, That Barques, Ketches and other Veſſels, with what 
Stock is imployc4 in Traihck at home and abroad, ſhall be Rated but at 
the one half of their value. 


13. It is Enafted by the Conrt; That the Sele&t men and the Con- 


ſablc'or his Deputy in cach reſpective Town in this Government, ſhall 
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diligently look after ſuch as fleep or play about the Meeting houſe, in 


ennt2bl. aw! 


times of the publick Worſhip of God on the Lords-day, and take notice of $:1e& ner :» 


their Names, and return ſuch of them to the Court, who do not after 
warning given to them reform; as alſo ſuch as practiſe unneceſſary vio- 
lent Riding on the Lords day. 


CHAP. VIII. 


eMiniſters AMaintenance. 


\ Hereas tis General Court taking into their ſerigits conflderation, the 
V great defect that either is or would be in any Tewn-ſhips of this 5u- 
riſdifion, where there 1s wanting an Able, Godiy, Teaching Miniſtry , and 
the great prejudice to the ſouls of many lice to enſue, and being deſirous ar- 
cording to our euties, that ſuch defe&Gs ſhould wot be, for want of due 1n- 
couragement to ſuch as either ore or ſ1all be impleyed im ſo good a work, of 


the Lord ; And in conſfderation of the ſeveral Town-ſvips granted by the 


Court were ſo accommodated, as that they might receive ſuch a number of 
families as might comfortably maintain the pubiick_ worſhip of God there , do 
therefore judge, that the whole, both Church and Town are mutually inoaged 
to ſupport the ſame, | | 

And do therefore Order and Decree, That in whatſoever Town-ſhip 
there is or ſhall be an Able, Godly, Teaching Miniſtry, which is appro- 
ved by this Government, that there three or four men be choſen by the 
Inhabitants, or in cafe of their negle&, by any three or more of the Ma- 
giſtrates, to make an equal and juſt Proportion or Rate upon the Inha- 
bitants, according to their Eſtates and Abilities, to make ſuch convenient 
maintenance for his confortable attendance on his work, as ſhall be agreed 
vpon by the Church in each Town ſhip where any is, with the concur- 
rance of the reſt of the Inhabirants, if it may be had, or by the Magi- 
ſfrates aroreſaid, in cate of their apparent negle&t; And that diftreſs be 
made by the Conitable as in other juſt caſes, upon ſuch as refuſe or neg- 
{ect to pay ſuch their due proportions : But in caſe any Town either by 
a #ice Contribution, or otter good and honourable way, do effec the end 
aforementioned, this Law not to be binding to them. 

£ng foraſmuch es it appeareth to be g-eatiy inconvenient, that the AMi- 
F:ifeers ſhows be troubled to gather in the Rates for their maintenance, and 
i; #3. y be an occaſion to prejtaice ſume perſons againſt them er their Adi- 
mc firy :; 
It is Ordered, by this Court, That at 7:e Court yearly, two meet 
p<rions in each Town be appointed by the ſzid Court, unleis the Towns 
have provided, and do prefent them, who ſhall take care of gathering in 
their Miniſters maintenance for that year, by infiting the people to their 
duty in that reſpect, demanding it when due, and it need be by procuring 
diſtraint upon tac Eitate of any that ſhall neglect or refuſe to pay their 
Ratcs or Proportions towards his ſupport; and in caſe any Miniſter make 
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No publick 
meeting to 


- "et up withour 


afprobation. 


ſcruple to receive what is ſo raiſed, it ſhall nevertheleſs be gathered as 
aboveſaid, and be. diſpoſed as the Court ſhall Order or adviſe tor the good 
of the place. | Y 


Whereas it bath been and 15 the pious care, and true intent of this Ccurt, 
that all ſuch Plantations and Town-ſhips as are by them granted, ſtculd 
maintain the publick Sabbath Worſhip of Gcd,' and the Preaching of the 
Werd, and ds to that er.d offcrd thin ſuch $reportiens of Land as may ac- 


' cemmecdate ſhch a ſeciety as may be able to maintain the ſame, and yet® 


through the corrupticn or ſmful negiigente of may, or meſt cf the Inhabitants 
ef ſome Plantations, they ao or may content themſelves to lire without the 
Miniſtry of the Word, to the great diſkoncur of Gcd, and danger of theivr 
Souls; and there being great reaſcn to fear that many may be add therein 
by worldly and covetcus Principles ; | | 
It is therefore Enacted by this Court, &c. That in fuch Plantations 
and Town-ſhips, where no Miniſter is reſiding, efpccially if it appear that 


-the generallity of the Inhabitants are remiſs in the obtaining one; The 


General Court may and ſhall henceforth yearly impoſe a certain ſrm to 
be raiſed by Rate, upon the Inhabitants of ſuch Plantations or Town ſhips, 
which ſhall be kept as a Stock for building a Meeting kcuſe, and for in- 
couragement of a Miniſter to labour 2mongſt them, or other ſuch pious 
uſe as the Court may improve it in for their good. 


2, And it is EnaQted by this Court and Authority thereof, That no 
publick meeting be ſet up within this Government but ſuch as the Court 
ſhall approve of; wherein they ſhall have ſpecial care, that they allow 
ſuch only as are Orthodox in the Fundamentals of Religion, qnd in ſuch 
Places as it may not be deſtructive, nor too much prezugicial to any ak 
ready approved. | | 


Education of Children, 


POrefmct as the gecd Education of Children and Yeuth, is of ſingular 
uſe and benefit te any Ccmmon-wealth; ang whereas many Parents and 
HMaſicrs either through an over-reſpc&# to their oyn occaſions and buſmeſs, - 
or not duely conſidering the goed of their Children and Servants, have too 
much negliGed their duty in their Education, whileſt they are ycurg «nd Capable 
of Kearning ; | 

It is Ordered, That the Deputies and Sele men of every Town, fhall 
have a vigilant eye from tymne to time over their Brethren and Neigh- 
bours, to ſee that all Parents and Maſters do duely endceavorr, by them- 
ſelves or others, to teach their Children and Servants as thcy grow ca- 
pable, ſo much learning as through the bleſſing of God they may attain, at leaſt 


- to be able duely to read the Scriptures, and other good profitabie Books 


printed in the Engliſh Tongue (being their Native Language) and the 
Enowledge of the Capital Laws, and in ſcme competent meaſure to un- 
derftand the main Grounds and Principles of Chriſtian Religicn, neceffary 
to Salvation, by cauſing them to learn ſome ſhort Orthodox Catechiſme 
without Book, or otherwiſe inſtrufting them as they may be able to give a 
due anſwer to ſuch plain and orcirary Queſtions, cs may by them c: oy 


% 
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be propounded to them concerning the ſame : And further that all Parerits 
and: Maſters do breed and bring up their Children arid Apprentiſes in fome 
honeſt lawful calling, labour or imployment, ' that may be profitable for 
themſelves; or the Country; and if after warning and admonition givert 
by any- of the Deputies, or Seleft men, unto ſuch Parents or Maſters, 
they thall ſtill remain negligent in their duty; in any the particulars afore- 
mentioned, whereby Children or Servants may be in (pnger to grow Bar- 
barous, Rude and Stubborn, and ſo prove Pelits inſtead of Bleſſings to the 
Country ; That then a fine of tex, ſtings ſhall be leavied on the Goods 
of ſuch negligent Parent or Maſter, to the Towns uſe, except extream 
poverty call for mitigation of the ſaid fine. | 

And if in three Months after that, there be no due care taken and con- 
tinued, for the Education of ſuch Children and Apprentiſes as aforeſaid; 
then a fine of twenty (billings to be leavied on ſuch Delinquents Goods, 
to the Towns uſe, except as aforeſaid. 

. And Laſtly, if in three Months after that, there be no due Reformation 
of the ſaid neglect, then the ſaid Select men, with the help of two Ma- 
gitrates, ſhall take ſuch Children or Servants from them, and place them with 
- ſome Maſters for years, ( boyes till they come to twenty oxe, and Girls 
eizbtecn years of age ) which will more {trictly educate and govern them 
according to the rules of 'this Order. 


2. Foy maintaining a Free School, vide The profits of Fiſhing at 
Cape Cod, Chap. 11. Numb. 6. | 


41 ſpending of T ime. 


3 is Enacted by this Court, &c. That no Perſon, Houſe-holder or other, 
ſhall ſpend his time idly and 'unprofitably, under pain of ſuch puniſh- 
ment as the Court or Aſſiftants ſhall think meer to inflict: And the Se. 
lect Men of the ſeveral Towns are hereby required to give in a Lift of 
the Names of ſuch as miſpend their time, whether Houſc-holders or 
_ ethers; and of all: ſingle perſons that live from under Family Govern- 
ment, or will not be Governed by their Parents or Maſters where they 
live, that ſo the Court may proceed with them as the caſe may require. 


Atarriages, Births and Burials, to be Regiſtrcd. 


T is alſe EnaQted, &c. That the Town Clerk in every Town in this 
Government, ſhall keep a Regiſter of the day and year of the. Mar- 
riage, Birth: and Burial of every Man, Woman and. Childe, in that Town- 
ſhip, and ſhall have for the Regiitring three perrce a piece; And if any 
Father, or Mother, or perſon next in Relation, do neglect to give an ac- 
coynt to the Town Clerk, of the Name, and Birth day of their Childe 
within one Month after it is born, he or they ſhall be amerced for ſuch 
neglect three ſhillings, one half to the Colony, and the other half to the 
Town Clerk that complaineth of it : | | 
And whoſoever ſhall neglect to give in their Names, and' the fey of 
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their Marriage to the ſaid Town Clerk, within one Month aſter they were 
Marricd, ita!l forfeit for their neglect three ſhillings as aboveſaid : in like 

arner fha!l any Head of a Family, that neglcCts to give an account of 
any that are Puricd cut of their Femily within a Month. And the Town 
Clerk 'or Regiſter Keeper of every Town, ſhall exhibit a true and perfect 
copy rnto Z7cr Court Arnvoliy, of all the Marriages, Pirths and Bu- 
rials of the year paſt: Ard leſftly, That the Town Clerk, ſhal} publiſh all 
Centracis of Marriages in the Town, and ſhall have twelve pence as his 
Fee, for exciy ſuch Orderly Publication. 


2. id for treventicn of unlawful Marriages ; 
- It is Orcered, That no perſcn ſhall be joyned in Marriage, ktefcre the 
intention of the partics preccedirg therein hath been oubliſhed three times 
at ſome publick meeting, in the Towns where the parties or cither of 
them do ordinarily rcl:ce, or by ſetting up in Writeirg, upon ſome Poſt 
of their Meeting houſe door in publick view, there to Rand as it may be 
caſily rcad, by the ſpace of fcurteen dayes. | 


3. That ncnc ſhall be allcwed to Marry that are under the Covert 
of Parents, Guardians, Maſters, or Overſeers, without their conſent and 
approbation. | 

And Whoſocver ſhall inveagle or endeavour to ſeal the AﬀeQticrs of 
any mans Daughter, Pupil or Maid-ſervant without his conſent or leave, 
he ſhall ke puniſhed by fine, ſo it exterd not fire pounds, or by Corporal 
puniſhment at Cifcreticn of the Pench ard accordirg to the natme of the 
Ghicnce. Eut if a mect Marriage Þte orderly prepoſed, and any Maſter 
or Guardicn, out cf any finiſtre end, or covetous Cefire, will not upon 
rcaſcnable tcarms ſifler it to be; it ſhall ke in the power of the two next 
Magiſtrates, upen ccmp'aint, to F.car and Cetamine the caſe; as they 
judge cqual tctween both partics. 


4. nd cos the Ordinance of Marriage is kexctirable amcygft all, fo 
ſhould it be atcordir gly ſclemnized ; 
It is therefore ©1dered, &c. That no perſon in this Juriſaition, ſhall 
joyn any Pcricrs tcgether in Marriage but the Magiftrate, or ſuch other 
25 the Cerit {hail avikhoize in ſuch place wkere no Magiſtrate is near, 
nor ft:all any ;ovn thimſcives in Vartiage, but before ſceme Magiſtrate, 
or perſon Authorized as aforeſaid; nor thall any Magiſtrate, or other pci- 
fon io be Autkorized, joyn or ſiſter any perſons to joyn togetÞcr in Mar- 
riagc in their preſence, before ſuch perſons Publication according to Law. 


5. Ard that no man ſhall firike his Wife or any Woman her Huſ.- 
:nd, on penalty of {uch fine, nct excceding tex porr:6s for one offence, 
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CHAP. IX. 


Town- Affaires. 


IT is EnaRed, &c. That every Town-ſhip in this Government, ſhall have 

hberty and power to meet together, and make ſuch Town Orders in 
prudential matters as they ſhall finde needful; and alſo to make ſuch 
Rates and Aſeſsments as they have occaſion for ; Provided, that'no Town 
Order do infringe or be repugnant unto any Order of this Court. 


2. That none be allowed to be Houſe-keepers, or build any Cottage 
or dwelling Houſe, until they have allowance of the Governour, ſome 
Magiſtrate, or the Selet men of that Town; And that a ſpeceal care be 
taken, that no fingle perſon that is of evil converſation, or hath not Arms 
to ſerve the Country, be ſuffered to keep ſuch houſe or live alone; And 
if upon due warning, ſuch perſon do not put himſelf into ſome well Go- 
verned Family,.it ſhall be in the power of the next Magiſtrate, or the 
Select. men of e Town where he lives, to put him to ſervice. 


_—_— 


3. That F.ny perſon, whether Maſter of any Veſſel or other, do 
bring in any into any Town or Plantation in this Government, withour 
the approbation of the faid Town or Towns-men, or -do entertain or re- 
ceive any that come in, and-are not ſo allowed, but are at the time. of 
their comeing, or within a Month after excepted againſt by the Conſtable 
or ſome one of the Sele&t men of the Town, he or they that ſo bring in, 
or, entertain any ſuch perſons likely to be burthenſome or chargeable, ſhall 
either carry them away again, ſo as to free the Town of them, or give 
Security to free the ſaid Town from charge concerning him, whileſt he is 


there reſident. ; g Be —_ 1415: 9 

But if any man bring in an Apprentiſe, or Covenant Servant for years, 
that is at preſent ſound and well, Bonds ſhall net be required of ſuch 
Maſter, but if his Servant fall ſick or lame, he ſhall be maintained by his 
Maſters particular charge, during the date of his Indentures or Covenant; 
but ſhall afterwards be relieved by the Town. 


4. That every Town in this Government fhall maintain their own 
poor; And if any that have relief from any Town, do not imploy their 
Eiſen as they ought towards the getting of a livelihood; or if there 
be any other Family that cannot or doth not provide competently for their 
Children, whereby they are expoſed to want and extremity ; It| ſhall be 

' In the power of the Select men of each Town, to place out ſuch Children 
wh good Farnilies where they may be better brought up and provided 
or. 

'  F. That if any perſon come to live in any Town in this Government, 

and. be there received and entertained three Aſonths, if by fickneſs, lame- 


neſs or the like ; he comes to want ret, he ſhall be provided for by 
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that Town wherein he' was ſo long entertained, and ſhalt be reputed their 
proper charge, unleſs ſuch perſon have within the ſaid three A1cnths been 
warned by the Conſtable, or ſome one or more of the Select men of that 


Town, not there to-abide without leave firſt obtained of the Towt,, and 


But fueh as zre 
fent to Nurſe, 
School, &c.ſhall 
be relieved by 
place whence 

' they come 


l . 


K 


certifie the ſame to the-next Court of Aſhſtants, who ſhall otherwiſe Or- 
der the pcrſon or charge ariſing about kim, according to juſtice. 


6. But if any Children or elder perſcns ſhall be ſent, cr come from 
one Town to another, to be Nurſed, Schooled, or otherwiſe Educated, or 
to a Phyſitian or Chyrurgeon to be cured of any diſeaſe or wound, &c. 
it ſuch come'to and in need of Relief, they ſhall be Relieved and main- 
tained by the Town-ſhip whence they came, and not by that Town ſhip 


where they are ſo Nurſed, Educated or at Cure; And in caie they come, 


or be ſent from any place out of this Colony ; then if the Nurſe, Educa- 
tor, Phyſition or Chyrurgeon do not take good ſecurity to difcharge the 
Town wherein he lives from all coſt and charge, which ſhall er. may be- 
fal concerning them, he that ſo received them ſhall be the Towns Securi- 


_ ty in their behalf, 
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7. That no perſon ſhall come into any. Town or Peculiar in this Go- 


vernment to live and inhabit, without the leave and approbation of the 
Governour and two of the Aſliftants at the leaſt. 


8. That whoſoever being reſident within this Government, fhall re- 
fuſe to take the Oath of Fidelity, being orderly called Mieurto, either 
by the Conſtable or any Magiſtrate ; or the Select men where hedwels, 
he ſhall be amerſed to the Colonies uſe, 'in the ſum of five pounds, 
which if he cannot or will not pay he ſhall be puniſhed by Impriſon- 
ment or otherwiſe as tke court ſhall order: 7 ae 07 


9. It is ordered &c. That in every Town-ſhip of this Government 


there ſhall be a good ſufficient Pound trom time to time, for Impounding 
of ſuch Horſes, Cattle or Swine, as treſpaſs any mans Corn field, or other 
incloſure. And whoſoever impounds any ſuch, ſhall give preſent notice to 
the owner if he be known, or otherwiſe they ſhall be cryed on the two 
next Lecture dayes or publick meetings, and if any of them eſcape out 
of the Pound, the owner” if known ſhall pay all damages according to 


Law. And every perſon or perfons having notice given, ot otherwite 


left in Writcing ar their houſe, or place of their uſual abode, of any of 
their Cattle impounded or otherwiſe reſtrained, ſhall forthwith give fatis- 
faction to the party ſo wronged, or otherwiſe Replevie their Cattle, and 
proſecute the ſame according to Law, upon peril of ſuffering all the loſs 
and damage that ſhall: come to their Cattle, by ſtanding in the Pound or 
other lawful place of reſtraint: But if the owners be not known or found, 
after ſuch Beaſt be.cryed as aforeſaid, or inquiry made through the gene- 


rality of the Town, with notice given to ſome of the Neighbours of the. 


next Towns, for their occaſional inquiry likewiſe, that the owner may 
take notice, make his claim, and pay the damage and charge, and if yet 
no owner be found, then after due appriſement by indifferent men choſen 
by a Magiſtrate, or any two of the Sele&t men. of the place, and the ſame 
Recorded in the Town-book, ſale to be ſo far, made that the charges be 
fully paid, and the remainder kept till the owner be known, and the reſt 
of the Cattle firſt mark't to diſtinguiſh them, te be again turned into 
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10. That if any ſhall Heard Cattle; on Lands that are another rnans 
in propriety, though not incloſed, and will not forbear ſo to do, being 


warned by the owner or preſcnt poſſeſfor of ſuch Lands, it ſhall be ac- 
counted a Treſpaſs Action. 


it. Whereas complaint 1s made, that much Timber is fall'd and let lye 

and rot on the ground, and not timely improved by ſuch as falled it, to the 
great waſte of Timber, and ſpoile of the Commons; EE 
It is therefore Enacted by this Court, &c. That whoſoever ſhall fall 
any Timber on the Common, and doth not either Square or Rive it with- 
in ſix Months after it is falled, it ſhall be lawful for any other of- that 
Town to improve it as they ſce meet. 2 


12. It is Ordered, &c. That every Town in this Government, ſhall 
have and keep Baited and well tended two Woolf Traps in fit ſeaſons, on 
penalty of five pounds. - 2 5 

That if any b:dian do kill a Woolf and bring his Head to the Conſtable 
in whoſe Town-ihip he killed it, he ſhall have a Coat of Duffils,- or 
fifteen ſhillings in other pay, by the Town in whoſe Bounds it was killed; 
and if killed in this Juriſdiction, and not within any Town Bounds, then 
to be paid by the Treaſurer. | 

And if any Engifþ kill any Wolves in any Town ſhip, and bring their 
Heads to the Conſtable, they ſhall be paid thirty ſhillings for every iuch 
Woolf by the Town wherein they were killed. 


T3. It is Ordered, &c. That every Town within this Government, 
ſhall have a Standard for Meaſures of Corn, made and ſealed by the Ge- 
49s at Plmouth, and that round meaſures only ſhatl be al- 
owed, . | 


4 


Ailler and Mills. 

If is Ordered, &c. That all Millers (that is ſuch as are then engaged 
A to the Tendance of a Grift-mill ) ſhall be free from Trainings and or- 
dinary Watchings. | 

That no Miller fhall take above the ſixteenth part of the Corn he grindes 
for Toll, and that every Miller ſhall have alwayes ready -in his Mill 
Weights and Schoals, providetl at his own charge, to weigh Corn to and 
from the Mill if men defire it. | | 

That every Miller in this Government, ſhall keep in his Mill, two Tol! 
Diſhes, ſo'made and ſealed that one will hold a juſt Pottle upheaped,and 
the other a Quart upheaped,; and ſhall pay ten ſhillings a Month, for 
what time they uſe unſealed Toll Diſhes, if complained of. - 


Cask and Coopers. 


| 


| Hat all Cask made or to be made in this Governmeat, for Beef, 
Pork, Fiſh, Oyle or- any ſort of Liquor, be made according to the 
Aize and: Gage of London; And that they be made of ſound 
k'£ feaſoned 
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Coopers Brand 


— 


ſeaſoned Timber; And that every Cooper do Brand-mark his Cask. with- 
a diſtinguiſhing Brand-mark, on penalty of the forſciture of all Cask that 
are not ſo made and marked, the one half to the Informer, and the other 


half to the Colony. 


Leather and Shcomakers. 


| Of confiaeration of the damage or injury which many ſuſtain by the 3k 
T anning of Leather, and ty the Shco-makers ill making it up into 
Shoes and Boots ; 

| It is by this Court Ordered, That in every Plantation within this Ju- 
Ti{diCtion, where either Tanner or Shoo-maker, is imployed in their Trades, 
one or two Sealers ſhall be choſen and appointed as the occaſions require, 
who ſhall be under Oath faithfully ( according to their beſt ability ) to- 
diſcharge their truſt, and ſhall ſeal no Leather but ſuch as they judge ſuf- 
ficiently Tanned , and fit to be wrought out, and ſold in Shoos and Boots: 
And that every ſuch Plantation ſhall have two Seals, to diſtinguiſh between 
good Leather well and fufficiently Tanned, and ſuch as though Tanned 
Enough, is in ſome other reſpeEt defeCtive, either by over-liming, or for 
want of#being well wrought upon the Beam, or by froſt, or hath received 
ſome damage in drying, ſo that though it may ſerve for inward or middle 
Soles, yet not for other uſes without darpage to the buyer; all which 
Leather ſo defeQiive, ſhall be ſealed with a different Seal, that it may be 
Known to be faulty. es. | 

But that which is not ſufficiently Tanned, ſhall neither be ſealed nor 
uſed in Beots or Shoos, till -it be duely Tanned; And that no Tanner 
within this Juriſdiction, ſhall upon any pretence cl], deliver cauſe or ſuf- 
fer to be delivered, or paſs out of this hands or cuſtody, any Hide or 
Hides till being fully dry, they be firſt ſealed by the Officer or Officers 
thereunto appeinted, under the penalty of forfeiting the ſaid Leather or 
the valve of it to the Plantation where the offence is committed. | 

And it is further Ordered, That if any . Shoo-maker ſhall. uſe, or put 
any wnſealed Leather either into. Boots or Shoos, or put any of the 
forementioned faulty Leather (though ſealed as ſuch) in any outward 
Soals, or upper Leather, or in any other place which may be hurtſul to 
the buyer or wearcr, cr ſhall uſe any other way of deceit, in making up 
his ware, he ſhall make due ard full recompence to the perſcn or perſons 
wronged, and complaining, and ſhall ſuffer ſuch further puniſtment as his 
offence, conſidered with the circumſtances ſhall require. _. ; 

And whoſoever ſhall bring Hides frem any other parts, and ſhall ſell, or 
uſe any of them for Bocts or Shoos within this Juriſdiction, before they 
te ſealed by ſome Cfiicer here, according to the import of this Order, or 
ſhall. uſe them in Poots or Shoos contrary to the intent thercof; the Hides 
ſo ſold or uſed, or the value of them ſhall be forfeited to the Plantation 
where the offence is committcd, or ſuch recemperce or fine fall be made 
or paid (if it bc cnly of ignorance) as the caſe may require; provided that 
if both buyer and ſeller be faulty, they ſhall pay the forfeit betwixt them. 
The chooſing and appointing of which aforeſaid Sealer or Sealers, the Print 
or Mark; which cach Plantation ſhall ſet upon their Seals, for goed or faulty 
Leather, with the rate to be allcwcd for ſcaling, kcing ieft tothe ſexcral Plan. 
tations:- | High wayes, 
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Hig h-Wayes? 


TT is Ordered, &c. That if any High-way be wanting in any Town- . _. 
ſhip of this Government, upon complaint, that then the Governour or WHITE vx 

any of the Aſſiſtants Impannel a Jury, and upon Oath charge them to Jury 

lay out ſuch High-wayes, both for Horſe and Foot, as in the beſt of their 

Judgements they ſhall finde moſt beneficial for the Common-wealth, and 

as little prejudicial to particu!ars as may be: And that all old Foot 

paths ſhall be ftill allowed, except other proviſion be orderly made; And 


that where there are allowed Foot paths over any mans ground, which \ 
is fenced up, the Owners of ſuch Fences ſhall make ſufficient Stiles or | 
Gates. | 


And whete there is neceflaty uſe of a particular way to any mars 
particular ground, for Carting or otherwi'e, through his neighbours Land, 
where no other way is conveniently to be had, a Jury Inipannelled as 
aforeſaid, ſhall lay it out, as may be convenient for the complainer, and 
leaſt prejudicial ro the Owner of the Land through. which it leads; Pro- 
vided ſtill, that the Town or party concerned, fatisfie ſuch particular men 
damnified thereby, as two or three men indifferently choſen by them ſhall 
determine, if it be nat otherwiſe provided for. | 

And that care be uſed to ſhut up fuch Gates or Bars allowed ta ſuch 
wayes, that damage may be prevented. _ | Es 

And that Common High-wayes be forty foot broad, eſpecially in Wet; 
Low, Dirty Grounds. 


2. It is alſo Ordered, &c. That the Surveyors of High-wayes; - ...... - 
ſhall give thrce dayes warning to particular perſons, for themſelves or $7eyors of, 
their Teams when they are to amend the Hightwayes, as ofteri as need pive, three daies 
ſhall require;, And if any be wajned as aforeſaid, and ſhall negle&t his **=s 
duty.therein, he ſhall pay two ſizllings ſix pence a day for himſelf, and firc 
ſhillings a day for his Team for every iuch negle&t to the Towns uſe, 
to be leavied by diſtreſs on his Goods by, Warrant to the Conſtable, 
from any of the Magiſtrates, or Select-men where there is no Magiſtrate 
near; to whom the Names of ſuch Delinquents ſhall be returned by any 
of the Surveyors. | 


3. And that the Surveyor if he fee cauſe, ſhall hire either Man or Ponat+5 Cor nom: 
Team, as occaſion requires for the ſaid work, and to be paid out of the +pocaraver ro, 
fines aforeſaid; And that the Surveyors warn, not any Man or Team DO 
twice to work on the High-wayes, before they have firlit gone over all the 
.Perlons and Teams in the ſaid Town-ſhip as aforeſaid, Wo 

And that every Surveyor that ſhall neglect his duty in repairing the 

High-wayes, ſhall forfeit five pounds to the Colonies uſe. 

| 3 ; | \ 

.. .. 4. And that thoſe warned to work on the High-wayes as aforefaid; penatry of Sur- | 

ſhall appear at the place appointed or places by the Surveyors, with their Caxts veyvrs veatect | 

and themſelves, fitted with Tools ard Implemicnts ſuitable to the work, P. 

by rhe hour of nine in the morning, and work till four at evening, allo- 

wing the ſpace of one hour at Noon for Retreihment. | 
K $. And * 
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| 5. And that the Surveyors do at the end of their year, give an ac- 
Surveighors to equnt of their aCtings, and what monies of the Towns may be in their 
give an account R ; 
ar years ed hands, unto the Select men of their reſpetive Towns, or ſuch other as the 


Towns ſhall appoint for that affair. 


CHAP. XA 


Lands, Jnberitances, and Wills: 


The tenor of our: 


Sant bo is Enacted by the Court, &c. That whatſoever Lands have or ſhall 
be granted by the Court to the reſpective Town-ſhips, or to any par- 

ticular perſons, cither by the Court or particular Town-ſhips, ſhall be 

held to them, their Heirs, Succeſſors and Aſſignes for ever, according to 

the moſt free tenor of Eaſt Greenwich, in the County of Kent, in the 

Realm of England, granted unto us in our Charter or Patcnt, and our in- 

heritances to deſcend according to the tenor thereof, : 


2. That all Sales, Exchanges, 'Gifts, Mortgages or other Convey- 
Conveyances ts ANCCS of Houſes and Lands, ſhall be acknowledged before ſome Magi- 
bezcknowledged ſtrate, before they be committed to. publick Record; Provided that all 
betore a git frmer Conveyances, that were before this Order, ſhall be accounted 


Lands in part- 


acrſhip 


' Eſckeats 


good, notwithſtanding they be not, nor cannot be ſo acknowledged, being 
otherwiſe dueiy proved, 


3. That where Lands and Tenements fall in joynt partnerſhip, 
either by a Gift , Grant or Purchaſe, or otherwiſe, if a partner dye be- 
fore it be divided, the Heirs or Aſſignes of the Deceaſed, ihall not be de- 
prived of their right, but ſhall have his or their proportion with the Sur- 
vivers, as if diviſion thereof had been formerly made; any Proviſion, 
Cuftome or Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

It is alſo hereby Provided, That any Partner may ſue out a diviſion,as 
he or they may ſee reaſon. | 


4. 'It is Ordered, That where no Heir, or Owner of Houſes, Lands, 
Tenements, Goods or Chattels can be found, upon the deceaſe of the 
tate Teſtator or Proprietor, a true Inventory of every ſuch Eſtate, in all 
the parts and parcels thereof, ſhall with the firſt conveniency, be duely 
taken, and a juſt apprizement made upon Oath, by fit men thereunto ap- 
pointed by a Magiſtrate, or in his abſence by the Sele-men of ſuch 
Plantation where the ſaid Eftate is, and the whole Eftatc to be ſeized to 
he publick Treaſury, till the true Heirs or Owners:ſhall make due claim 
thereunto, unto whom the ſame ſhall be reſtored upon juſt and reaſonable 
tearms, | 
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5. An att made July 18th. 166g. for quieting mens Eſtates ant a- 
voiding ſuits in Lew, | — | | 

It 1s Enacted by the Court and the Authority thereof; That no perſon 
or perſon Faving had for the ſpace or tearm of tex years full paſt and cxpirec, 
any Right or 1itle of entry into or cauſe of Action for any Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments whatſoever, now detained from him or them, 
{hail thereinto Enter or Commence Suit for, but within five years next af- 
tcr the end of this preient Seſſion of Court, and at no time after. | 

And that no' perſon or perſons having had for the ſpace of tcarm of 
eighteen years fully paſt and expired, any Right or Title of Entry into, 
or Cauſe of Action, for any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments what- 
ſoever, now detained from him or them, ſhall thereinto Enter or Comi- 
mence for, :but within two years next after the end of this preſent Sciſion 
of Court, and at no time after. wy 

And that no perſon or perſons, ſhall at any time hereafter, make any 
Entry into, or Commence Suit for any Lands, Tenements, or Heredita- 
ments, but within fifteen years next after his or their Right, Title or 
cauſe of Action, or Suit, which ſhall hereafter firſt deſcend, fall or accrue 
to the ſame, otherwiſe-fuch Title ſhall be for ever after barred, and the 
party or parties claiming, and his and their Heirs utterly excluded. from 
Entry into the ſame; Provided nevertheleſs, that if any perion or perſons 
which hath or ſhall have ſuch Right, Title or Cauſe of Action , 
be or ſhall be cat the time of the ſaid Right, Title or Cauſe. of 
Action firſt deſcended, acctued or fallen, within the age of twenty 076 
years, Feme Covert, non compos mentis, impriſoned or beyond the Seas. 
then ſuch perſon or perſons, his or their Heirs ſhall or may, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid fifteen ye-rs expired, bring his Action or make his En- 
try at any time within five y ars next.after his cr their full age, diſcover- 
ture, coming of ſound minde, enlargement out of Priſon, or coming into 
this Country, take benefit of, and fue forth the ſame, and at no time aſter 
the ſaid five years. o 


w_— 


It is further Enacted by the Court, 8c. That ſuch perſon or perſons as 
have had Right or Title of entry into cr Cauſe of Action, for any Lands, Tene- 
ments or Hereditaments, hitherto detained from him or them, for the 
ſpace or tearm of twenty years fully paſt and compleat, and neglected 
hitherto, to make his or their Entry, or to Commence ſuit for the fame 
ſhall be for ever barred excluded and utterly diſabled from ſuch Entry or 
Suit to be made, excepting as in the aboveſaid proviſo, according as is 
provided by the Statute of England, made «nn 27. 7acobi Revis Cav. 16. 
Entituled e-1% e1@ for Limitation of eAGions and avoiding Suits is 
Law. ; 

It having been the uſual manner and cuftome of this Court, as much 
as may be to have recourſe to the commendable Laws of England in ſuch 
caſe whercin there is no other Law by this Court provided more ſuitabte 
$0 our congition, 
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Wills and Teſta- 
ments muſt be 
witneiled 


and prdved ar 
_ Court 


and the Will & 
Inventory Re- 
corded 


N vncrpative 
Wills 


Widows thirds 


Unjuft wills 
amcnecd 


Double portion 
10 ti:e e1deft Son 


Davghters c0- 
Partners 


V Hereas it bath been formerly Ordered by this Court, That all perſons 
having Eftate, Real or Perſonal, being of competent eAge, Under- 
ftanding and Memory, may by Will diſpoſe thereof as he ſees ceuſe : 

It is alſo Enacted; That all ſuch Diſpoſals .by Will and Teſtament, 
ſhall be Signed and Sealed by the Teftator, before one or two ſubſtantial 
Witneſſes, that may be able to Teſtifie that it was his Will, and that 
he was when he made it in ſuch capacity as is above expreſſed, 


2. And that fuch Wills and Teſtaments be Exhibited and Proved by 
ſuch as are to Adminiſter, at the next Court after the death of the Te- 


ſtator if it may be, and that a true Inventory of the Eſtate duely valued, 


be then alſo preſented and left in Record with the Will, before Letters 
of Adminiſtration be granted. 

And if any man dyes without Will, his Widow, or ſuch as would 
Adminiſter, ſhall preſent an Inventory of the Eſtate as above, at the next 
Court: And if it be a ſingle perſon, and one that hath 'no Relations in 
the Country, or near the place, that then the Governour or next Magi- 


ſtrate, appoint ſome meet perſon there to make an Inventory, and preſcnt 
it to the next Court. 


3. And masmuch as ſome perſons may be ſo ſuddenly ſurfrized, that 
they may not have opportunity to make a written Will ; 

It is Ordered by this Court, &c. That in ſuch caſe, if any perſon do 
make a Will Nuncupative, or a Verbal diſpoſure of his .Lands and 
Eſtate before two good ſubſtantial Witneſſes, that are neitheir Heirs 
nor Legateces, and they ſhall within three dayes commit it to Writing, and 
at -— Sz Court make Oath unto. it, it ſhall be Recorded and accepted as 
a Will. : 


4. And if any Married man dieth Inteſtate, his Widow ſhall have 
one third part of the Rents and Profits of his Lands during her life, and 
a third of Goods and Chattels, Debts being firſt paid, at her diſpoſe. 


5. And it is further Enacted, That if any man do make an irrational 
and unrighteous will, whereby he deprives his Wife of her reaſonable 
allowance for her fubſiſtency, upon the Womans complaint it ſhall be in 
the power of the Court to relieve her out of the eſtate, notwithſtanding 
by Will it were otherwiſe diſpoſed; eſpecially in ſuch caſe where the 
Wife brought with her good part of the Eſtate in Marriage, -or hath b 


her diligence and induſtry done her part in the getting the Eſtate, an 
was otherwiſe well deſerving. 


6. And it is ſurther Enacted, That when any man dyeth Inteſtate, 
and leaves divers Children; the Eldeft Son ſhall have a double Portion 
with what he hath already received 'from him of his Eſtate, both real and 
perſenal, but ſhall not be inſtated in all the Lands, unleſs the Court ſee 
cauſe, and the rcſt of the Children ſhall icherit as Copartners, unle's the 


Court 


— ———_—_—__—_ 


I—— —_— 


Chap.12: N EW-PLIMOUTH COLONY. 37 


— _- 
a —— 


Court upon good ground - ſhall otherwiſe diſpoſe. 


7. And if any perſon dye more indebted then their Eſtate of Goods - 
and Chattels can 1atisfie; 1f he have bought Langs in his life time, to owe 
the impairing of his Eſtate, otherwiſe ſuch Lands ſhall be ſold ro pay 4 

the Debts but not other, further then the Court may ſee cauſe. 


CHAP. XE 
Fiſhing and Fiſh, 


4 Hh Fiſhing and Fowling ſhall be free to all Inhabitants of this Go- Fiikine an 
vernment, Provided that all Orders from time to time made by this A} 
Gencral Court, for the dre Regulating of Fiſhing and Fowling be coferved +> pplbiired 
in place or places, wherein ſpecial intereſt and  propricty is jultly ting the Cue, oc 


claimed by the Court or any particular perſon. 7 obſerved 


2. Whevyeas by lt. Whales and other great Piſh are found 4 
drift upon the ſlream, and ſometimes caſt a ſhore in this 7uriſdidtion ; 

It is Ordered, That all ſuch Whales as arc caft up within the Bounds 
of any particular Town-ſhip, or floating upon the ſtream, within a Mile 
of the thoar, againſt the ſaid Bounds of any@ETown-ſhip, ſhall be ac- whate:. 
counted the reſpective Towns falling within their Bounds as aforeſaid; 
allowing one full Barrel of Merchantable Oyle to the Country for every 
fuch Whale, and but half a Barrel if it be waſted or torn away after parted, 
to be delivered to the Treaſurers order at Bgſton. np 

And whoſoever taketh any Whale on drift at Sea, without thoſe 
Bounds and limits aboveſaid, and bring them on ſhoar, he ſhalt have. the 
one half, and the Country the other half of the Oyl, and the Country to 
allow cafe for their pait of the OyFl. 

And whofoever ſhall finde any Whale a ſhore on the Cape or elſewhere, 
that is out of any Towns Bounds, and is on the Countries Bounds or L1- 
mits, .ſhall allow the Country two Hogſheads of Oyl clear and paid to 
the Country. | 


3. Whereas there hath bcen great inconvenience as is conceived by taking 

of Mackrel at unſeaſonable times, whereby their increaſe 4s greatly dimi- 
n!ſhed ; W 

This Court doth therefore Order, That henceforth no Mackret ſhall be - -,.____ - + 
caught, except for ſpending whileſt ſreſh, before the fi: of 7uly Annually ;7 gp boomed? 
on' penalty of lo's of the tame, the one half to the Informer, and the wines 
other half to the uſe of the Colony, and this Order to take place from! 
the twenticth of this inſtant "9:5. | P 


\ 
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Fiſhing at the Cape Cod. 


4. þY the better improving of Fiſhirg for Aackrel at the Cape with 
$aynes or Nets; that the Fiſh be net wholly defirczed or driven 
off the Sboar, with ccnſiant Beating and Shooting at them with their Nets 
and Saynes;, + Cs 
It is Ordered by this Court &c. That none ſhall Set, Shoot or hall 
Sayne on ſhore with Mackrel at the Cape, before the fifteenth day of 
Odcher yearly, nor after the twentieth of A'orember, on penalty of for- 
fciting for any Mackrel ſo taken withour the Compaſs of this time, cizht 
ſviltings a Barrel to the Colonies uſe. 


And that ſo gcod a Ccmmedity be net ſpoiled, ncr impaired by gripple 
Perſons, that only minde their preſent benefit ; but thut it moy be kei ſweet 
aud well preſerved for a Market, aud ſo kept a Conmmedity 

It is further Ordercd, That all ſuch Mackrel taken by Saynes or 
Nets at the Cape, ſhall be there falted up in gocd iufficient Cask, and 


_ not in Lumber, neither on Shoar nor on Eoard of any Boat, Barque or 


other Veſſel, on penalty: of forfeiting to t& Colonies uſe, the one half of 
what is ſo falted in Lumber and not in tight Cask. 


And foraſmuch as WY Lerds » here fuch bencſit is made by F:ſhing 
with Saynes or Nets, hath been purchajcd by the Coiciy and are trucy 
theirs ; | | 

It is alſo Ordered, That no Stranger, or ſuch as are no Inhabitants 
of this Government, ſhall make uſe of our Lands or Shoar, for Sayning 
of halling of F'ſh, but ſuch as this Court give Licenſe to, on penalty of 
forfeiting all the Fiſh of any kinde ſo taken by any without leave. 

And all Strangers that ſhall be allowed there to Fiſh. as aboveſaid, 
whether taken in as partners with any of ours or otherwiſe, ſhall pay 
unto our Water Baily, br ſuch as the Court ſhall appoint to receive it, 
for the uſe of this Colony, two ſhillings for every Barrel, or quantity of 
a Barrel of Mackrel there caught in ſuch a way; and ſuch of our own 
Inhabitants as do ſo Fiſh there, thall pay one ſ14/ing a Barrel, and all fuch 


payments, whether by our own or Strangers, ſhall be made in money to 
the ſaid Baily, or who is appointcd. 


ed that peace and good order mzy be k pt Ly all that Fiſh there, and 
that the Colony may net be defrauded of their auc by any; 

It is further Ordered; That the Maſter of any Veſſel, that ſhall 
come there to Fiſh, or ſome known perſon of their company, ſhall pre- 
ſently upon their arrival there before they take any Fiſh, give uncer 
his hand to the Baily or his Deputy, for their peaccable carriage there, 
and their due obſervance of the Orders of Court concernirg their Fiſhing, 


who 


— 
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who ſhall thereupon give them a Ticket under his hand for their impro- 
ving the ſeaſon as aboveſaid : And if any man do refuſe ſo to do, ke or 
a they ſhall be diſcharged from making uſe of our Land on ſhoar there, at 
" their peril; And if any prove troubleſome, or diſturb their peace, {ell 
Liquor to the Indians, prophane the Sabbath, or be otherwiſe diordcrly, 
the Baily or his Deputy 1s hereby impowred to carry ſuch before the 
next Magiſtrate, who may iſſue the caie, ſend the Offenders to Priſon, or 
take Bond for their appearance ay Court, as he ſhall ſee cauſe, and the 
whole charge thereof to be born by him or them that do ſo offend. 

And that the Water Baily be under Oath, as other publick Offcers, 
as for the faithful diſcharge of his truſt, ſo for his due and ſeaſonaible 
ordering, and giving an account to the Treaſurer for what is the Coloni: s 
upon Fiſhing account, within one Month aftcr the ſaid Voyage is cnucd, 
or ſooner if it may be. | 

And for every Barrel of Herring at any time canght by Nets, on tke 
faid Cape Cod Shoar, ſix pence fer Barrel be paid by any Inhabitant that 
{hall ſo take them, and twelve pciice per Barrel by Steangees. 


And whoſoever {hall take any Baſſe, on the aforefaid Shoar with Nets, 
ſhall pay to the Co:onies uſe ſ7x pence per. Quinta), according to a foriuer 
Order, and to be paid allo in money, 


s 5. And it is Ordered, &c. That if any Swine, belonging to cither 
Engliſh or Indians, do there annoy or treipaſs ſuch as there Fith as a- 
boveſaid, in the Macxrel ſeaſons; ir thall be lawful for any to make 
ſcizure of ſuch Swine, paying the one half of the value of ſuch Swine to 
the {aid Baily or his Deputy for the Colonies uſe. 


6. It is alſo Ordered, That the profit ariſing to the Colony by the 
abovelaid Fiſhing at the Cape, ſhall be imployed and improved for the 
erecting and maintaining of a Free School in this Government: The Or- 
dering and Man2gement of which affaire 1s committed to the Governon:s 
and Aſſiſtants, or any tour of them as they thall judge meet; Provided 
there be ſome entrance made in order thereunto before %re Court next: 
otherwiſe che f2id. profits to be Ordered as that Court ſhall ſee cauſe; * 


Military 
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CHAP. XIL 
Military Afrairs. 


j regard of the many appearances of danger towards the Country by Ene- 
mies from abroad, or that may ariſe within us, Gods providence having 
The grounds of a1ſpoſed us in this Corner of the Weſtern World, fo far from our Native 
wrting the ©9- Prince and People, that we cannot expe that conſtant ſpeedy protefioni and 
ture of war Telief that they might otherwiſe afford us; That we may be therefore in the 
' better Capacity according to our power, to defend the intereſk of God, our 

Princes mtereſt, and eur own; | | 
EL It is Determined by this Court and the Authority thereof; That there 
£51 ofWar {hall be at all timesa ſtanding Council of War in this Colony, conſiſting of 
the Governour and Afſiſtants, as Annually choſen, and the like number 
of other truſty and able men, choſen alſo by the General Court, and 
from year to year filled up, if by death removed, or otherwiſe any of 

them may be wanting, or incapacitated to perform their truſt. 

And the Governour or Preſident is hereby impowred by his Sumy 
mons, to convene the ſaid Council; who being aſſembled, or the majo 
part of them, they or any ſeaven of them concurring, ſhall have full po- 
'wer to act as a Council of War; In Eſtabliſhing and Commiſſonating 

| of Military Officers, in Preſſing of Men, "Horſes, Ships, Barques or other 
their power Veſlels, Arms, Amunition, Proviſion, Carrages, or whatſoever elſe they 
may judge needfull, for the preſent Expedition; And alſo to raiſe Moneys 
by Rate, upon the ſeveral Townes, or Plantations of this Government , 
according to their ſeveral proportions, to defray the Charge thereof, and 
their Actings in ſuch a concern to be valid as if done by the General 
® Court of this Colony, Provided they croſs not the Articles of confedera+ 

tion between the Confederate Colonies. 


2. And it is Enacted by this Court, &c. That there ihall be alwayes 
a general Rock rept and maintained at Plimouth, or where elſe the Court or Council of 
Gaition War ſhall order it, a General or Publick Stock of Arms and Amunition, 
to be improved as the Council of War ſhall order for the common ſafe- 
ty : beſides which every Town in this Government fhall at all times have' 
in readineſs in their Town, ſuch a-Stock of Arms and Amunition as the 
Court have or ſhall particularly proportion them, on ſuch penalty as in 
our Court Records is exprelicd, : 
Everymanspar- And every. man. from the age of ſixtcen years and vpwards, ſhall alſo 
mo be provided with ſuch Arms and Amunition as the Court have determined; 

upon penalty expreſled in our ſaid Book of Records. 


Town Rock 


3. eAnd for tie better Diſciplining and Traiaing up of our men in 

the uſe of Arms; h : 
 .  Ir'is Enacted by this Court, &c. That there be at all times a General 
A6-nerz! Mili- Officer, under the Title of a Major, or other, who ſhall have command 
tary Ofcet. Of all the Horſe and Foot of this Government, according to his Con. 
| | miffion 


_— 


—_—— 


Chap.13. 


NEw-PLIMOUTH COLONYT., 


—— — — — 


PTTL, 


miſſion and Inſtruction in our Book: of Records. 


4. And that in every Town within this Government, there be particy- 
lar Commanders ſo choſen and Commiſſioned, as is by Order of this 
Court provided, to exerciſe their reſpective Companies, ſix dayes in the 
year at leaſt, beſides General Muſters. 


5. Concerning the raiſing of a Troop of Horſe, The number to be 
raiſed in the ſeverall Towns, their Priviledge, Duty, and Orders, The fines 
of Commanders, and private Souldiers, Horſe, or Foot, and alſo what are 


to be accounted ſerviceable Arms;Concerning Military Watches, Alarums &c. 


See the Old Book, of Orders. 


. 6. And it is further Enacted by this Court, &c. That if any man 
be ſent forth as a Souldier, and be ſo maimed in the ſervice, that he is 
diſabled from following his occaſions, he ſhall be maintained by the Co- 


Particular Cortts 
manders- 


Eoncerning "rf. 
fing of a Troop 
of Horſe 


Maimed Souls 
dicrs 


Jony whileſt he lives, according to his quality, and' the capacity in which 


he ſerved; and when dead, ſhall have the burial of a' Souldier. 


7. Be it alſo Enacted, That no Smith in this Government, who is 
able to do it, ſhall refuſe or negle& to amend' any Arms brought unto 
him for ſuch purpoſe, he being tendred ſuch currant pay as for ocher 
work ; as he will anſwer it to the Court. 


CHAP. XIIL _—O 


ORDIN ARIES: 


FE Forafmuch as there is neceſſary uſe of Houſes of Common Fhtert air 
ment, and of ſuch as Retarl Wine, Beer, and Viduals ; yet becauſe there 
5 ſo much abuſe of that lawful liberty, both by perſons that entertain, and 
*by ſuch as are entertained ; | = | 
It is Ordered by this Court, &c. That none ſhalt keep a Victualting 
houſe or Ordinary, or ſhall Retail Wine, Beer, Ale, Cyder, or Strong- 
waters, &c. but ſuch as are Licenſed thereunto by the Court of Magi- 
ſtrates, on penalty of five pounds forfeiture to the Colonies uſe, except it 
be for relief of ſome fick perſon, and the Ordinary Keeper hath 
none, £4 


2. And that whoſoever is Licenſed to keep fach publick houſe of 


Entertainment, ſhall be well provided of Bedding to entertain Strangers 


and Travellers, and fhall alſo have convenient Paſturing for Horſes, and 
Hay and Ptovender for their entertainment in the Winter; and fhall not 
be without good Beer; and if any Ordinary keeper do frequently fail in 
any or all of theſe, upon complaint, he ſhall loſe his Licenſe. 
M | 


2. And 


Smithsto mend 
Arms 


None to k eep 2 
vietualling haufe 
orerdiwnary but 
with Licenſe 


OrdinarTey how 
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Price of Beer 3. It is fu ther Enatted; Thatno In keeper or Ordinary in this Govern- 
ment, ſhall iell Bcer for more then two pence the Ale quart, upon penalty 
of three” ſlilirgs ava fuur pence for every ſich oflerce; Nor ſhalafy Vintner 

Wine arg, © Tavern gain more then eight pence upon the quart, in any Wine or 

$trogg waters  Strong-waters that they retail, more then it coft them by the Butte or 


Cask as they borght, on penalty of twenty ſtillinzs forfeiture for ſuch 
offence ducly proved, 


4 Neither ſhall any Vintner or Ordinary keeper ſuffer any diſorder, by 
exceſſive drinking, in or at their Houſe ; | 

Ped. of fofferirg It is therefore Ordered, That he that ſuffers any perſon to drink 

any to be arurk Drunk or to exceſs in his houſe, ſhall be fined for every ſuch offence, 
duely proved five ſhillings; And he that ſuffers any Town dweller, unleſs 
it be upon any extraordinary occaſion, or publick imployment, to ſtay 

or tay tipling ar drinking in his Houſe above the ſpace of one hour, the Ordinary keeper 

their bontcs ſhall be fined two fhillings ſix pence, and the Inhabitant ſo offending 018 
ſpilling. 


3-. And it is. further Enated, That no ſingle perſon, Labourer or 

other, ſhall be Dieted in any Inne or Ordinary in the Town-to which he 
Nene to be diz- bejongeth. : 

2 - | And that no Ordinary keeper ſuffer any Wine or Liquor to bedrawn 
in his Houſe on the Lords day to any, except in caſe of neccſlity, ſor the 

moderate relief of thoſe that are ſick or faint for their neceſſary refreſh- 


. ment, and rot t> young perſons, or ſuch as necd it not, in pain of te 
fillings to the Colony. 


6. And for the preventing of the great abuſe, by the exceſſive drinking 
of Liquors and other Drink in Ordinaries, @&c. 
Lncivil carrying This Court Ordereth, That every Ordinary keeper in this Government, 
at Ordiraries ſhall be hereby impowred and required that in caſe any perſon or perſons 
do not attend Order, but carry themſelves uncivily, by being  importu- 
nately deſirous. of Drink when denied; and do not leave the Houſe when 
required ; ſuch Ordinary keeper ſhall return their Names to the next 
Court, that ſo they may be-proceeded withal according to the nature of 
the offence: and in caſe any Ordinary keeper ſhall negle&t ſo ito do, he 
ſhall be fined five, ſifirgs for every aefault, = | | 


++ 


+9. It.is further Ordered by this Court; That two or three men, be- 
ſides the-Conſtable and Grand-jury-men, be appointed and impowred, in 
Men ioeach Each Town of this Juriſdiction, to have the inſpection of the Ordinaries, 
Town1o baye in or in any other places ſuſpected, to take notice of ſuch abuſes as may a- 
- 6 ere _ in reference to the premiſes or otherwiſe, and make return thereof to 
the Court, ; 


$.. That 
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$. That no Ordinary keeper ſuffer any Servants or Children, under Servants nor | 
the Government of their Maſters or Parents to buy or fit drinking any bay drink in 
Strong-liquors or Wine in their Houſes, or where they have to do with- Orders We 
out liberty from their Parents or Maſters, except in caſe of .neceſlity waters or Þ- 


for their relief, in pain of five ſhillings forfeit to the Colonies uſe. rents 


CHAP. XIV. 
INDIAN $. : 


FT is Enacted by the Court, &c. That the Indians eſpecially ſuch as r-giansnor fir 
] tive amongſt or near the Engliſh Plantations, be not ſuffered to pro- Fro mo, Protine 
phane the Lords day, by Hunting, Fiſhing, Fowling, Travailing with bur- | 
thens, or by doing any ſervile work thereupon : And if any being fore- 
warned de, and will contemptuouſly offend in that kinde, the Conſtable 
of that Town, ſhall bring him before the next Magiſtrate, or Sele&-men 
where a: Magiſtrate is not, who upon propf of the Fai, may puniſh him 
by fine or otherwiſe, as the matter may'be circumſtanced ; and the like 
courſe to be taken with ſuch Indi#ns as ſhall on the Lords day reſort to 
Engliſh Houſes, unleſs upon extraordinary. occaſion. 


2. eAnd yhereas it is found by experience, that the Indians who . are 

naturally perfideous, are abundantly more Inſoleat and Proud, when they are 
furniſhed with Engliſh Arms ; on 

It is therefore Enacted by this Court, &c. That whoſoever ſhall Give, 
Lend, Trade, Truck, or exchange with the Indians, ſo as to furniſh them :- + »_ 
directly or indireQly with any kinde of Arms, as Guns, Piſtols, Swords, Pro\ibirian ef 
Rapiers, or the like, or Powder, Shot, or Lead, or Amunition of any amynirion £9 
kinde, he or they upon due conviction thereof, ſhall forfeit. to the Colo- *< 199255 
nies uſe twenty times the value thereof, which if he cannot pay, he ſhall 
otherwiſe be ſeverely puniſhed, by Impriſonment or , otherwiſe : And if 
any Indians that have Arms have or ſhall at any time manifeſtly appear 
to be unfaithful and treacherovs to us, they ſhall forfeit ſuch their Arms; 
and not be ſuffered for time to come, to keep any unleſs particularly Li- 


cenſed by the Court or Governour. ; 


3. It 1s alſo Enacted, &c. That whoſoever ſhall ſell. unto, or UDO nut 
any conſideration, furniſh any Indians with any. kinde of. Boats, Barques, Barqucs S. boars 
or ſuch like Veſſels, or Sails, or Tackling to fit .up any Veſlel,. he or 
they ſhall forfeit to the Colonies uſe, ten times the value of ſuch pro- 

Hibited Goods, or be otherwiſe puniſhed as the Court ſhall determine. 
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4. Whereas Ccmplaint is made of Indians ſtealing cf lire Fegs frem 
the Engliſh, arid ſelling them, and concealing it by cutting cf the ears. 
Sing of It is Enacted by the Court, That henceforth ro !naiens ſhall give any 
Swine ear-mark to their Swine, vpcn the penalty of the forſeiture of ſuch Swine, 
cre half to the Courtty, ard the other half to him that ſha'l make ſeizure 
on them; neither ſhall any Indicn brirg any Swine to ſeil, with their 
ears cut off, or earmarked, on the ſame penalty as above, except te bring 
good Teſtimonies that he honeſtly cbtained iuch Swine ſo marked, of 
fome Engliſh. EN | 
And to prevent controverſie about Swine ; 
It is Enacted, That no Engliſh ſhall claim any Swine in cuſtody of the 
Indians, but by their ear mark. 


$. Be it alſo Enacted, &c. That no perſon, whether Inhabtitant of 
this Goverrment or other, ſhall Purchaſe, Hire, or receive of Gitt of the In- 
dians, any Lagds that lie within the Line of this Government, without 
\ the allowance and order of this Court, on pain of forfeiting for every 
Acre ſo bought, hired or any way obtained of them five pounds to the 
Colonies uic. And if the fine or forfeiture cannot at preſent be ob- 
tained, the Lands ſo procured ſhall be forthwith ſeizcd for the Colonics 


| uſe. | 
RT Neither fhall any Buy or Hire, or reccive of Gift, any Wood, 
” Timber, or Herbage of the Indians, without the © ourts allowance on 
pain of forfeiting five times the value thereof to the Colonies ule. 
po megbe | 6. It is Enacted by the Court, &c. That liberty. be hereby granted 


Jians on condi- to the Engliſh in this Government, ta. ſell Horſes to the Indians, Pro- 
tion vided every Horſe ſo ſold be brought to the Town-Clerk of that Town 
where he is ſold, and ten ſhillings in money, and delivered to the ſaid 
Clerk for the Colonies uie, who. ſhall Record his Mark or Marks, and 
have twelve pence of the ſaid Money for his pains; and in caſe any ſhall 
ſell any Horſes or Horſe Colt to the Indians, and negle&t fo to do, he 
ſhall forfeit every ſuch Horſe, or the value thereof to the Colonies uſe. 
Bor no Mares But no perſon within this Government, ſhall ſell or give any Mare to 
ſold nor kept bY the Indians, in pain of the forfeiture of every ſuch Mare, or the value 
A thereof to the ufe of the Colony: And that no Indian ſhall be ſuffered 
to keep any Mare in this Colony, on like penalty of the forfeiture of 
everc iuch Mare to the Colonies uſe. 


«And that the Country may not be defeated of the aboveſaid ten flil- 
lings, under pretence of lending Horſes to the Indians, ' although ſold to 
them : 

It is therefore Ordered; Thar none ſhall give, lend or hire any Horſe 
or Horſe Colt to any Indian or Indians in pain of ten ſhillings forfeit to 
the Colonies uſe, 


7. Whereas notwithſtqnding mary Orders have been made for the fre- 
vention of Drunkenneſs amongſt the Indians, yet it doth abound among; 
them to the diſhonour of God, and occaſion of many Outrages done among 
them, and other inconveniences like more and more to enſue, if no ſiop bs 
put tlereto; | 

It is therefore Ordered by this Court, That whatſoever, perſon. or 
perſons, doth dwectly or indirectly Give, Sell, Truck or Barter, or any 


wayes 
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wayes procure to or for any Indian or Indians, any Wine, Cyder or 


Strong-liquors, by whatſoever name the ſaid Liquor may be called, ſhall 
for every ſuch offence forfeit, five p:unds fine to the Colonies uſe; .Pro- 
vided this Order ſhall not cxtend to-reffrain any charitable aq, in re- 
lieving any Indian Bona fide, in any ſuddain exigent of ſickneſs, faint- 
neſs, &c. not exceeding one dram or two, or by the preſcription and di- 
rection of ſome Phylitian , under the hand of a Magiſtrate firſt oh- 
tained. | | ; _ 

And it is Ordered, That the Accufation, Information or Teſtimony of 
any Indian or other probable circumſtance, ſhall be accounted ſufficient con; 
viction of any Englith perſon or perſons ſuſpected to Sell, Trade or Pre- 
cure any Wine, Cyder or Liquors as aboveſaid, to any Indian or In- 
dians, unleſs ſuch Engliſh ſhall upon their Oath clear them(clves from 
any ſuch act of direct or indirect Selling, Trucking or Lending of Wine, 
Cyder or Liquors to any ſuch Indian or Indians, and the ſame counted 
to be taken for conviction of any that Trade any Arms or Amunition to 
the Indians. | 

And in caſe any ſuch offender be not able to pay his or their fine as 
aboveſaid, every ſuch oftender ſhall be publickly whiprt. 


And it ſhall and may be lawful for any man to ſeize any Liquor, 
Cyder or Wine found in the cuſtody of any Indian or Indians, and have 
it for his pains, Provided he bring the ſaid Indian or Indians before a 
Magiſtrate, or- the Select Men of the Town, to be further examined 
about it, 


CHAP. XV 
HORSES, 


FT \ 6” nag many Queſtions, and ſometimes troubl-ſome Suits and Comn- 
teſts, grow between perſons about Horſes runumng together in th? 
Woods unmarked, &c. _. _. Sy 

It is Ordered, That each Plantation within this Government, have a 
particular Brand-mark, to diſtinguiſh the Horſes of one Plantation from 
another, as by Order of Court hath been in that caſe provided and in ule 
amongſt us: beſides which, every O.vner ſhall mark eve-y of his Horics, 
Mares or Colts with ſome ailtitig uſhing mark, ang that before Witneſs, 
whereby one mans Horſe kinde may be known from another, and that ia 
each Plantation there be an Officer appointed, either the Town Clerk, or 
*ome other fit perſon, ro Record each particular mans Horſe kinde, with 
Marks, Natural or Artificial, with the Colour and Age thereof, as 
Near as may be known, with the year and day of the month, and to re- 
quire as ſatisfying evidence of tis right, who preients any ſuch Horlſe- 
kinde to be Recorded as may be had, and to Record any defect of due 
| Evidence 


' 
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evidence, that a way may be open to other claims, and ſuch Officer ta 
have ſix pence for every Horſe-kinde ſo Recorded of the Qwner 
thereot. | yy 

— And that wHatcever Cwner of ſrch Horſe-kinde, ſhall neglect to 
Forfeiture fr pre'ent them, or the Mark and Age thereof to ſuch Cff.cer, to be Re- 
Ry corged, being above cc Jer old, fiem time to time, at or before the firſt 
of A16r Annually, ſhall forfeit fire ſh{ngs, the ore half to the Town, 
and the other halt to the Inicimer, exceptirg ſuch Eoiſes as any Cwner 

keeps on Fis own ground, ©: 
. Ard that no perion take vp any Forſe kinde runnirg in the Woods, 
to carry out of the Town ſhip where they go, withcut firſt bringirg them 
ard earry'r? 2- to the C fficer aforeſaid, to ke Recorded, ard to receive a Note ficm un- 


Fees for cn'ry 


way wirnont = der his hand of the Marks, with the Date thereof, on pain of forty ſlil- 
lIings to the Colonics uſe; Payirg like Fees to the Cflicer as atore- 
ſaid, 

Strages to de 2. If any wean ſhall take vp any Etray-horſe, Mare, or Horſe- 

ery al 


inde, he ſtall within cne Month give notice of it, with the Age (as 
tar as he can) and his coiour ard maiks, that ſo the Treaſurer may 
cauſe trem to te cryed at three Courts next following; and if any 
ard r2Owrez Curer be fond, paying ali due charges for his takirg up and keeping, 
ne #E fthall have His Horſe or Feaſt: Ert if after he hath been ſo publici:- 
whe Colony, 2:d Iy cryed, no Owner appcar in a year after Fe was fiſt crycd; ſuch Eorte, 


he otter ro tim 


I eindes tier 2TC Or other Beaſt, (all be one half to the Country, and the othcr kaic 
-. co him that took him up. 


It is alſo Ordcred, &c. That whoſoever takes vp any fuch Stray- 
- "x" how PForie, Mare, &c. fall keep them well, ard not wrong them by Draw- 
weg, RiGing or otherwiſe, whiteſt he is upon ſuch enguiry as aboveſaidz 
ard that crrirg the tine, he thall alwayes keep a Wyth about the neck 
et the Stray, by which it may be con:monly known, 


3. It is Enected by the Court, That none ſhall ſuffer to go at farge 
to feed, in any Con.mons within this Government, any Stoned Horle, 


Stature cfRone Leinp above two 10675 uid, and not thirteen hands high at leaſt from the 


it?orfes to YO al 


large lower fart of the Hoof to the upper part of the Wither, every hard 
containing four Ircles Standard meaſure, in pain to forfeit the ſame 
93 penalty Hor!e or the value thereof, the one half to the Country, and the other 


half to him or them which ſhall ſeize ſuch Horſe of lower ſtature; So 
that firſt by the AſiNance of the Cenſtable, or Selectmen of any Town- 
| {hip where ſuch ſcizure is made, or ſeizor dwelleth; Such Horſe being 
"ZOFv . by the ſeizor firſt brovght to the. next Pound, ſhall there by ſuch an Ci- 
| | ficer, in the preſcnce of three ſvfficient men, be meaſured and found !eo- 
- wer tren the Stature above mentioned : This Order to take piace from 

and aſter the firf# of Citer, 1678, 

4. That ſuch Fences as ate adjudged ſufficient againſt ordinary Neat 
what fence {u7 Cattle, ſhall be allowed ſufficient againſt Horſes and Mares; And it Hories 
Rees be fo wilde that they cannot be impounded, the Owner ſhall neverthete(s 
- iarisfie the damage proved to be done by them, as if impounded; a5 i: 

the Horſc-kinde which o trepaſſeth be not marked according to Otdcr., 
the Owner {or ſuch thall pay double damage. 
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s. eAnd whereas there hath been great Complaint of much Damages 
done by Horſe-kinde, and that many of them are and belong to For- 
reigners, either hither brouglit, here bought, cr known to the Owners there- 
of to be ſtrayed into this Colony, ard kere let run with their Increaſe Feat 
after year, to the great Damage and eAnnoyauce both of Engliſh and in- 
aians ; | | | 

It is therefore Ordered, That a!l ſuch Forreigners Horſe-kinde ( other 
then accidentally ſtrayed, without the knowledge of the Owner) ſhall 
be taken out of this Colony by the laſt of December next, in pain of 
the forfeiture of every ſuch Horſe-kinde, the one half to rhe Colony, and 
the other half to him or them that ſhall take every ſuch Horſe-kinde, 
found within this Colony after the ſaid time, other then ſuch ſtrayes as 
aforeſaid , which ſhall be dealt with as by Order in that Caſe pro- 
vided. 
And this Court Willeth, That all ſuch as are Inhabitants, as have 
any Inſpection over any the ſaid Horſes, to give timely notice thereof 
to the Owner of ſuch Horſcs as aforeſaid. 
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Pc r Line 4 Sect. 1 jor in At reed Enact, page 3, 5, 7. in the 
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tle, read New-Plimou!” Colony, page 4 line 26. Set. 10 foy 
lurely read ſevercly. 
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CH A EF. Fulio T7, Y 


Touching Fundamentals, 


Laws to be made by the Freemen, or their Repreſentatives: 

Annual Elections by the Freemen. bY 

Juſtice Equally and ſpeedily to be Adminiſtred, 

None ſo ſuffer but according to Law, &c. 

Tryals to be by a Jury,and liberty to challenge any of them. 

What Teſtimonies in caſes Capital. EY 

Power and liberty for any to Will away their Eſtate, except ſuch as 
are Cenſured for Treaſon. | 

The great end of coming into this Wilderneſs, was to enjoy the pure 

Worſhip of God, &c. therefore the Churches of Chriſt here to be 

protected in their peaccable orderly walking in the Miniſtry of the 

Goſpel provided for. 

All the foregoing Fundamentals to be inviolably preſerved. 
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CHAP. I: foloF: 4; {Sl 
T ouching Capitals. 


Idolatry. 

Blaiphemy. 

Treaſon — 
Conſpiring againſt this JuriſdiRion, &c, 
Wilfel Murther premeditate. 

Suddain Murther in Paſſion. 

Murther by guile or poyſoning. 
Witchcraft, 
Bettiality. 

19 Sodomy, 

1: A Falſe Witneſs, 
i2 Manſtcaling. 
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| Adultery how puniſhed. 


Without Contract, 
Fornicati-n 3 If they be or wil be married. 
Aſter Contract. 
e Firſt time, 
Cug'ary, ) <econd time, 
Tr d tune. 


' Fallyyig of Records. 
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Cuiſing or 'muire Fatkcr cx Mott cr, 
The Rebcllivus Sun. 

Rape. 

W utul Eurnirg of Ships, Goods, &c. 


CHAP. 111. Fol g. 


Ciim,nals. 


All Criminal Cffcnces are to be heard ard detcrmined at the nexh 
C ourt that Fath preper cegmZzeance thereof. 


Stealirg of Veſſels or Anmwnition. 
Stealing or Purloiming. 
Smaiier Thetts or Pilicrirg. 
Prophanc Swearing. 
Prophanation of the Sat bath with the aggravations. 
Negiect of publick Worſhip. 
Vilifying the Serjptvres ard Foly Per wen thereof, or the Word . 
Preached and ttc Miiſtty thereof, or the Waves, Churches or Ordis 
nances ot Chit, 
Ficrehe. 
Forceabie: Detainer, Fntry and Poſſcfſion. 
T iturbance of the Peace . Detamarion of C ovurt or Judge. ; 
Beating or hurting any perion. 
Forging of Decds, Bil!s, Bonds. 


He that corruptcth Cfficers to ſuch intent 

Againtt ] ying. 

f gainft wilivl burning of Fences. 

B-eaking of Fences, Gate or Biidge, 

Removing of Land marks. 

Gaming at Pubiick Horſes, 

Fiavirg at unlawtu} Games, 

Weanrg of V:zards. 

Penaity of Pnnkenneſs; ond Pronkenneſs def ned, 
That the n:mes of notorious Drunkards be irrolled. 
Untimely firivg of the Woods, 

Carelcls /moaking 01 Tobacco, 
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CH AP. I'V. Folio IT. 
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Ground of Non-ſuit. 4 

Time of Entry of Actions, and no further plea aiter the Caſe is\com- 

mitted to the Jury. | 
Plaintif's Damage. 

Non-attendance upon ACtions. ) Defendants Damage. 

C A way for Recntry. 

Nor-attendance on Preſentments. 

Charge of Tryals. 

Plaintiffs liberty to withdraw. 

Vexatious Suits, 

Revicws. 


Judgement granted. \When Verdict rejected. 


) A new Jury Impannelled. 
Forreigaers ſhall not Attach Inhabitants without giving Cautions | fox 
Colts, Reſpect of Judgement and Execution. 

Liberty to Attach Perſon or Eſtate. 

Summon ſufficient Warranr. 

Warrants when to be ſerved. 

Goods Attached that not be releaſed until Judgement be ſatisfied; nog 
Suretics Bonds. 

Atornies allowed. 

Barratry puniſhed. 

Age of diſcretion, 

Who Bailable, 


No Leavie on Lands where goods to be found, nor Surety to bs 


diſtrained where principais ſufficient and found, 

Nor Beaſt of the Plough or Draught. 

Replevin. 

Debts to be paid in Specie. 

Fines to be forthwith paid or ſecured, and paid in moncy if cxceed 
not ten ſhilliags, 


CHAN. V. Folio 14, 
Courts, 


The General Courts Conititution and power. 


Place and time of fitting, Election of Governour, &c, Eftabliſhing of 
Officers, Deſolvit.g or Adjournments of Courts. 

Power to Summon a General Court of the body of Freemen, or their 
Repreſentatives on ſpecial occaſions. 


Fine tor Non appearance, Or 2 ture without Licenſe, Increated or cir- 
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Cumnftanced with Contempe. 
Liverty to ſend votes by Pr roxy, penalty of neglect. 
Freemens power, Wno to be adnitted, how and when. 
In what ca.e to be 1isfianc hized; who toe vote in Town: meetings for 
choice oi Qiicers. OZ 7 Degucics 
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1 The Grand-jury to be impannelfed & choſen. 3 Fees. 


Deputics to be Annually Elccted, and their names preſented to the 
Court by the Corſtable. 
In what cafe to be refuſed with the Reaſons returncd to the Town. 
No Act to paſs without conſent and vote of the major part, who 
and when to have a caſting vote. - 

The next Commuiilioner in Ncminaticn to attcnd in caſe. 

The eldeſt Afiftant to be Deputy Govcrnour. 


Secondly, Ccurts of Afiftants or 2ſegijtrates, Folio 17. 


Courts of Aſſiſtants, where and when to lit, their power. 

Liberty to call a Court of Ailiſtants. 

Liberty to call a ſpecial Court at requeſt of ſtrangers, 

Liberty for one firanger to ſue another, | 

The Benches power to determine matters of cquity. 

Laws without penalty are liable to reaſonable penaltics by the Couif* 


Thirdly, The Courts of SeleF-mey. Folio 18. 


Select-mens Election, Approtation and Power. 

Proceſs of Actions.” ; 

In what caſe two of them may iſive, their Fees, liberty of Appeal. 
VVith the proceſs thereof, SeleEt-mens power in reference to Indiaris. 


CHAP, VI. Folio 1g. 
Preſentments. 


Preſentments and Complaints to be made within a year. 


Perſons. Indited of Capital crimes muſt not withdraw, but furrende3 
themſelves. 


*uror and 7uries. Folio '20, 


i ; | Penalty for non-ſerving, 
Petty- Juries Impanaelled, and ſworn to finde according to Evidence: 
liberty to give a ſpecial verdic, 


CHAP. VII. Folio 2 
Conſtables. 
Conftables Annually choſen, and to take Oath. 


Penalty for refuſing to ſerve. 


None to be made Conſtable twice in ſeaven years, and to be freed 
from Training. | 


Conſtable ſhall make his Deputy, | 
5 To 
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The Table. | 


5s To pather Rates and Fines, and ſerve Summons. 


c To demand dues: #2 

To leavie it on goods liable tex 
leavie ;- and to leavie nccel- 

_ farychargeard execution, 

Goods exempted from exe- 
cution, 

Officers doing wrong to mak 
ſatisfaction, 


6 Marſhalls and Conſtables DireQons. 


net mn” A. mens 


7 Conſtables to Whip. Eo = 

7 To purſue Hues ard Cries, 

And in caſe to pur them forth 

To Apprehend Offenders. 

All to aſſiſt the Conſtable or Marſhet 
in pain of ten ſhillings. 

Wilful neglect forty ſtilings. 

Not raiſing Hues and Ciics in Capi- 
tal cafes hincd. 


$ Toreccive and convey offenders 
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The Towns to chooſe Raters, on 
pain of five pounds. 
The Raters Neglect and Pe 
nalty. 
( In caſe the Court do chooſe Ra- 
ters. 
TO Fees for diſtreſs, liberty to gather Rates after his year. 
1T Penaliy for non-collecting of Rates. 
i2 Rules for making of Rates. 
13 Conſtable and Select men to look after fuch as ſicep or play about 
the Meeting Houſes cn the Lords day, 
i 


% Conſtables to warn Town-mectings 


CHAP. VIII, Folio 25; 

| Ainiſters Maintenance. 

1 Miniſters Maintenance | 

2 No publick Meeting to be ſet up without approbation. 
Education of Children, Folio 26, 


For maintenance of a Frce School. 3 _ : 
The profits of Fiſhing at Cape Cod, vide chap, 21. numb, 6, 


Miſgending of time, Folio 27. 


The Selet-men to inform' the Court of any that live idely, and will not 
be governed. | 


ALarrianes, Bir the ard Burials. Folio 27. 


: Rexiſtcr to be kept of all Marriages, Births and Burials, exhibited at 
March Court. 

2 Town Clerk to publiſh Marriages, how to be publiſhed. 

3 That none ſhall inveagie or ſteal the affeCtions of amy Maid vnder 
covert, without' conſent of ay Parents. 


4 Whe' 
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The Table. | 


VVho may ſoiemnize Marriage ; Marriage not to be ſolemnized with 
out orderly' publication. | | 
ivo man to ftrike his V Vie. 
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CHAP. IX. Folio 29. 
Of Town-Afaires, 


Towns liberties to meet together. | 
VVho ſhall be allowed to be Houſe-keepers. YO 
He who brings in any to be chargeable 1hall ſecure the Town, but if 
an Apprentiſe during his time, | 
Poor mens Children to be provided for. 

He that hath been three months in a Town ſhall be there charged: _ 
Snch as are ſent to Nurſe, School, &c, ſhall be relieved by the. place 
whence they. came. 6” | ; a 
None ſhall come in to Inhabit without leave: 
Penalty of refuſing the Oath of Fidelity. * : 
In every Town a Pound, Cattle to be Replevied or damage ſatisfied, 
320 Treſpaſs to herd on any mans propriety. | 
*xx Timber fclld and not — forfcit. | 

. 

32 VVoolttraps in every Town Eel amp bang, ET. 
13 Every Town to have a Standard tor Corn. 
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ills and eMilers. Folio 32 


Millers free from Training. 
Toll, VVeights and Scoals. 
Tolk diſhes, | | 
' Cask and Coopers, Folio 31, 
Gage of Cask. 

Coopers Brand-mark theu Cask: 


LeatLer and Shoomakers «Folio 32. 


High-wayes. - 83, 


High-wayes to he Jaid out by a Jury. 

Surveighors of High wayes to give three dayes warning. 
Penalty of non-appearance to mend High-wayes. 

'Pcnalty for Surveighors negl-C& to warn men. 

Surveighors of Zigh-wayes, at the years end to give account; 
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CHAP, X, Folio 34. 


Lands Inheritances and Wills, 


Thetenor of our T.ands. | 
£ Conveyances to be acknowledged before a Magiſtrate; EI 
71 $ Lands 
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Eſcheats. 
ln what caſe cntry into Landis barred, 


wils, Folio 36. 

Wills and Teftaments muſt be witneſſed. 
And proved at my and the Will and Inventory Recorded. 
Nuncupative Wills. 
Widows thirds. 
Debs res the cldeft; Lak 

on to co- 
la what le Ln to pay Deb. 3 


CHAX. XI. Folio. 37- 


Fiſhing and Fiſh. 
Filing «0 and 4 Fowlin free, prone” that Oxders regulating the =} 


While 

Caching Mackrel at unſeaſonable times. 

"Mowers ow to be Orle Herring and Baſſe at Cape Cod ang 
clſewhere, how to be Ordered. 


A ne to be improved. 


.GHAP. \X1L' Folio 46. 
| Military ef fires. 


The Grounds of 
rounds of gentng the © © Ca wiVers alan 
Eo ry ce Eoin « 
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a" & 
Smiths to mend Arms. 


CY AS. - x11. Fola 4: 
"Y Ordinaries. 
Nove 1s ep Vituling Houſes or Onioary widn Lien 


Ordinaries how to be provided. - 


Price of Beer, VVine, Strong-waters, &c. Tf 
hs: ers PN — Frany. 


"7 þy 


* OT 


The Table. 


Gun ww HM» == 


Wy ' @neowyr 


4 Penalty of ſuffering any to be Drunk, or my Tipling at their Houſes: 

None to be diated in Ordinaries. | | 

Uncivil carrying at Ordinaries; - 2 

Men in each Town to have inſpeQtion of Orcinaries. 

Servants nor Children may not buy Drink in Ordingcics without cory 
ſent of Parents or Maſters. 


CHAP. XIV. Folio 43. 
Indians. 


Indians not ſuffered to prophane the Lords da 
Prohibition of trading Guns and Amynition to [adigrng 
Prohibition of Barques and Boats. 

To prevent Indiabs from flcaling Swine. 

Nor Timber nor Herbage. 


.. Horſes may be ſold to the Indians cn: condition; Pot not Mares t0 


be ſold. 
To prevent Drunkenneſs amongft the Indians. 


CHAP. XV. Folio 44. 
._ Hoſes. $3 a 


Horſes to be Branded, Marked, Entred; Fees for Entry, forſciture fot 
non-entry, and carrying awa "without Entry. 

Strayes to be Cryed, and no Owner appearing, ſhall be ohe half to 
the Country, and the other half to hum that finde thew. 


Strayes how uſed; Hs 
Stature © Stone H 

What Fence ſufficient he 1» I 
Foreigners Horles. 
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